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Hull Loosley 
& Pearce
Complete School Outfitters

BLAZERS IN BARATHEA 

TROUSERS IN TERYLENE/WORSTED 

SCHOOL TIES IN TERYLENE

PREFECTS' TIES AND COLOURS 
TIES IN TERYLENE 

RAINCOATS BY ROBERT HIRST 

SPORTS KITS BY BUKTA 

6th FORM BLAZERS, BADGES 
AND SCARVES

OLD BOYS’ BLAZERS, BADGES 
AND TIES

29-30-31 OXFORD STREET 
HIGH WYCOMBE 
PHONE 33222



Two essential 
books for 

school leavers

A Lloyds cheque book
We’ll give you one when you 
open a current account at 
Lloyds Bank. This is an import
ant step when you leave school 
because, whether you’re start
ing work or going on to college 
or university, you’ll need to 
manage your money more care
fully than ever before.
‘The many ways you can bank 
on Lloyds’
This ‘easy-to-read’ booklet de
tails our wide range of services

and explains how much we can 
help you in the years ahead. 
Whatever you make of your 
life—Lloyds Bank can help you 
make the most of your money.

Why not drop in and have 
a chat with the friendly people 
at your local Lloyds branch? 
Bring your parents along too, if 
you like. We’ll explain how 
easy it is to open a current 
account, and we can give you a 
free copy of our informative 
booklet, too.

Lloyds Bank looks after people like you



For Your
MEN’S and BOYS’ W EAR . . .

G. A. WOOD
. . . EVERY TIME

★ FOR THE BEST VALUE
A T  A REASONABLE PRICE  ★

TH E COM PLETE O U T F IT
FOR YOUR SCHOOL

M O DERN STYLE CLOTHES
FOR THE YOUNG MAN

and

M EN ’S W EA R
For Work or Leisure

FOR SELECTION  —  FOR ST Y L E  —  FOR VALUE 
— FOR PERSONAL SERVICE . . .

5 Church Square 
HIGH WYCOMBE

Phone 29693



Cooking the evening meal

Relaxation after the day's search



1st R u g b y  X V , 1970-71
Back row: D . W icks, G . J. Bayley, M . W eston, J. Surley , J . M arcinkiew icz, A. W ood, J . Pow ell, G . Jarm an , A. M iller. 

Front row: G . M orris, W . H arrison , P . H ow land , J . C . C ook (captain), M . Saunders, J. Lew is, R. Shearer.



THE WYCOMBIENSIAN
( Th e  m a g a z in e  o f  t h e  Ro y a l  Gr a m m a r  S c h o o l ,  H i g h  W y c o m b e )

Your friendly M ay 1971 issue o f The Wycombiensian was compiled 
by the  enigm atic N atasha (who is she?) w ith help from  Peter 
Darvill-Evans, who m asterm inded it all; Andrew D ay, who did a 
lot o f  the  actual w ork; M ark  N ew ton was responsible for all the 
H ouse and Sports Reports; and G raham  Bell flitted in  and out. 
T im e enough, I th ink , for a small L atin  verse:

Natasha puella erat nullo modo dissimilis ceteris;
Tunica demissa atque cruribus erectis
In cathedra sedebat . . .
Maximam habebat Devam.

(Adolf, D rag, M ole and Dave the Rave) 
But enough o f this gay banter: on to the serious bits! N o t really 

a lot to say, except tha t we should like to thank everyone who 
wrote for us, and to apologise hum bly and sincerely to everyone 
whose contributions we have om itted or hacked about. As with 
every school magazine, we have nowhere near the  num ber o f  pages 
we should like, in  this case owing to rising costs; b u t we would 
have needed a separate magazine to accom m odate all the  Original 
Com positions, particularly the  poetry, tha t was w ritten for us: as 
it is we can only include a very small percentage o f the poems we 
received. W e understand tha t every poem  is a personal statem ent 
o f  the soul, and tha t in comparison everything else in the  m agazine 
is m onum entally irrelevant; bu t we hope tha t you understand that 
as Editors we are bound by T rad ition  and can do no m ore. I t  
seems tha t The Wycombiensian is no t the ideal vehicle for the 
M use • • • P e t e r  D a r v i l l - E v a n s .
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SCHOOL NOTES

Industrial Strife Hits the R .G .S . !! . . .
Owing to  the  Caretakers’ Strike the entire school had a day off 

on N ovem ber 4th; and, this term , the Postal Strike kept m any of 
us U niversity hopefuls in  agonising suspense until M r. Hills m ade 
a m ercy dash to  Oxford for U .C .C .A . inform ation.

A t the  end o f the A utum n T erm  there was the  usual rash o f 
concerts:

T h e  Choral Society and the  choir o f  W ycombe H igh School 
perform ed H aydn’s Creation on Novem ber 24th; the  annual G il
b ert and Sullivan opera was Trial by Jury, on Decem ber 16th the 
W ycombe Action G roup presented Gordon Giltrap (quiet) and 
Curved Air (noisy). On the last day o f term  Medicine Head and 
Chameleon were both noisy.

U nhappily , M rs. McVey left the teaching staff, b u t she has our 
congratulations on the b irth  o f  a son, Andrew James.

She was replaced by M r. M . J. Craddock (B.A. Oxon), who 
teaches English, and we welcome him  to the  school along w ith the 
student teachers: M r. A. M acK ay, M r. W att, M r. M adge and 
M r. Spalton, and the  M odern  Language Assistants Fraulein 
M arischen and M . Augeron.

Congratulations also to  D r. C. W. Puritz on receiving his Ph.D . 
from  Glasgow U niversity; we understand he will no t be buying a 
new bicycle to  celebrate.

T h e  form er H istory room  has been partitioned into wooden and 
glass segments and infested w ith electrical equipm ent in order to 
serve as a Language Laboratory; the door is perm anently pad
locked so tha t no one can get in.

On M arch 25th the  annual consignm ent o f  G erm an boys from  
O snabruck arrived in  England to live at the homes o f some o f the  
R .G .S, students; three weeks later, they took our boys back with 
them  for a holiday in  Germ any.

A t the  end o f last term : T h e  Choral Society gave a recital o f 
works by Bach and Vivaldi on M arch 31st a t A m ersham  Parish 
C hurch; T horn ton  W ilder’s Our Town was perform ed (in the 
round!) by the R .G .S . and L .V .H .S .; the Staff once again made 
an exhibition o f themselves in  Nos—a distant relation o f Loohcs— 
and, on the same day as the second showing o f Nos, the  boarders 
sweated through a twelve-hour basketball m arathon to raise money 
for charity.

A nd, speaking o f money for charity, the Benevolent F und  for 
the  Spring T erm  totalled £ 50.
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On the  recom m endation o f the Bucks Schools Swimming 
Association, the  Education Com m ittee has awarded a County 
Swimming Badge to  D avid T in n  in  recognition o f his high per
form ance in  the 1970 N ational Cham pionships.

EXAMINATION SUCCESSES 1970-71
W e congratulate the following on gaining O pen Awards:

D . G . Barker Open Exhibition in  N atural Sciences, 
T rin ity  College, Cam bridge

H . A. Becket Choral E xhibition (to read H istory), 
Gonville and Caius College, Cam bridge 

C. J. Chapm an O pen E xhibition in  M athem atics,
St. C atherine’s College, Cam bridge 

P. L . Clarke O pen Scholarship in  N atural Sciences, 
Pem broke College, Cam bridge 

P. M . J. Costello O pen Scholarship in  Classics, 
Brasenose College, O xford 

R. Davison Open Scholarship in  Chem istry, 
Pem broke College, Oxford 

C. D . H ardy O pen Scholarship in H istory, 
Balliol College, O xford 

S. E. Jones O pen Scholarship in  Classics, 
Balliol College, Oxford 

R. C. Leegood Open Scholarship in  N atural Sciences, 
Corpus C hristi College, Cam bridge 

P. G . M orris O pen Scholarship in  N atural Sciences, 
Churchill College, Cam bridge

Places at Oxford and Cam bridge for 1971:
J. C. D ixon Downing College, Cam bridge, for N atural 

Sciences
J. C. Saunders Selwyn College, Cam bridge, for Law
J. M . Stagg Churchill College, Cam bridge, for M athe

matics and Physics
D . C. Stevenson Churchill College, Cam bridge, for M athe

matics
J. A. T iller T rin ity  College, Cam bridge, for M athem atics
I. Johnson Brasenose College, Oxford, for Classics
A. J. Reiss St. Catherine’s College, Oxford, for N atural

Sciences
R. B. Simons Exeter College, O xford, for Law
R. P. J. Staynor Oriel College, O xford, for Law

T his has been the school’s m ost successful year in  gaining Open 
Awards and Places at O xford and Cam bridge since 1959.
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UNIVERSITY PLACES 1970
C. J. Andrews Southam pton, Engineering
J. E. Bailey Aston, Administrative Science
D . A. Beasley W arwick, H istory
R. S. Bell Exeter, Law
R. D . B ennett Brunei, Com puter Science
M . E. Blaxland K ing’s College, London, Chem istry
S. R. Bruffell Bradford, Engineering
C. J. Cham berlain Newcastle, A rchitecture
C. P. Cobb N ottingham , Pure Science and Physics
R. M . Cole Bristol, M athem atics and Physics
M . P. Cops Sheffield, Social Sciences
D . Crow ther Bristol, Biochemistry
J. R. Davies Bradford, Sociology and Psychology
P. H . J. Davies M anchester, French
M . G . Dawe M anchester, L iberal Studies in  Science
C. D . J. Edwards Sheffield, Economics and Accountancy
P. C. E llin g h a m  Bristol, Geography
F. C. L. Ellul Lancaster, English
R. W. Elvery U niversity College, L ondon, Electrical Engi

neering
J. L . England E xeter, Chem istry
R. P. G am ble Bath, Engineering
A. P. Gee Birm ingham , Biological Science
R. I. H am ilton E xeter, French
A. G. M . Haynes City U niversity, London, Civil Engineering
D . J. Hodges N ottingham , Production Engineering
K. P. Jacomb Bradford, Business Studies
N . P. G . H u n t M anchester, Classics
M . S. Jay Leeds, English
P. M . K aczm ar Im perial College, L ondon, Botany 
A. E. K ram ek Reading, M icrobiology
A. N . Lee Birm ingham , Chem istry
D. R. L ishm an East Anglia, Economics
R. J. Long Cardiff, Industrial Chem istry
C. E. Lowe Exeter, H istory and Politics
G. C. L unn  Newcastle, M echanical Engineering
C. J. M arshall Newcastle, Civil Engineering
S. K. M ayo Royal Holloway College, London, M aths &

Physics
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M . K. M iller Bradford, M aterials Science
R. B. M itchell Aberystwyth, Zoology and Philosophy
I. M . Orm e Royal Free Hospital M edical School
G . R. Parkins University College, London, Chem istry & 

Physics
D . R. Pugsley U niversity College, London, H istory 
P. W. Robinson Southam pton, Biochemistry (for 1971)
P. F . Rundell Exeter, French and Germ an 
B. L . Scott Sheffield, H istory
G. D . Singleton Im perial College, London, Electrical Engi

neering
P. J. R. Sealey Aberystwyth, English
P. R. Somers E xeter, G erm an
L . B. Starling K ent, Chem istry
J. D . T om linson L ondon School o f  Economics, Economics
L . D . D . T racey Lam peter, French
N . P. T rim m ings St. M ary’s H ospital M edical School
J. F . W. Vince Bath, Economics & Financial A dm inistration
F. A. W aters Strathclyde, English
P. F . W hiten Birm ingham , Geography (for 1971)
M . H . W hittaker Loughborough, Industrial Chem istry & M an

agem ent Studies
P. W ilkins K ing’s College, London, Chem istry
K. L . W illiams Newcastle, Geography
R. V. W ood Southam pton, Com m erce & Accountancy
A. W oodward Newcastle, Geography
S. L. W right U niversity College, London, Astronom y
P o l y t e c h n ic s  (Degree Courses)
G. Black Teesside, Instrum entation & Control Engi

neering
A. M iller K ingston-upon-Tham es, Applied Chem istry
P. F. M oloney Sunderland, Chem istry, Biology & Physiology 
D . J. M orris K ingston-upon-T ham es, Applied Chem istry
C o l l e g e s  o f  E d u c a t io n
R. O. Davies Borough Road, Physical Education & English
N . J. M iles Borough Road
A. M . T u rn er Brighton, English
S e r v ic e s  C o l l e g e s
K. J. Anderson Royal A ir Force College, Cranwell 
M . J. Brown Britannia Royal Naval College, D artm outh  

T h e  E ditor apologises for any m istakes or omissions, and would 
be glad to hear o f  any corrections or additions.
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TH E CREATION’
In  N ovem ber a perform ance o f H aydn’s Creation was given in  
the  Queen’s Hall. U nder the  direction o f  conductor Geoffrey 
Holm es, soloists Lynda Richardson, N eil D arby and David 
Flinders com bined exceptionally well w ith the  chorus and 
orchestra to realise the unity  H aydn so brilliantly conceived.

T h e  chorus consisted o f the  W ycombe H igh School choir, under 
the direction o f M iss M illicent Brown, and the  Royal G ram m ar 
choir. I t  was a surprise to newcomers to  learn tha t this was the 
first joint perform ance o f the  two choirs and it is to be hoped it 
will no t be the  last.

D espite lack o f practice together, the orchestra, which contained 
only a few pupils, gave a sound perform ance. Particularly enjoy
able were the  many descriptions o f nature contained in  the  work.

T h e  chorus, orchestra and particularly the  soloists very effec
tively conveyed H aydn’s deep love o f the U niverse and profound 
faith. I t  was a m em orable evening which those fortunate to attend 
will no t easily forget.

CURVED AIR CONCERT
T h e  concert had to  be rearranged after the split o f  the  H um ble- 
bum s, a well-known Scottish duet, who had originally been 
booked to appear. W ith  consum m ate skill, typical o f W AG 
concert-organisers o f  the  past, the people organising the date 
m anaged to  book Curved Air— a band which were soon to come 
to  the  fore in  a blaze o f  publicity. T h is seems to be a recurring 
feature o f  groups booked by W AG. G ordon G iltrap  seemed to 
have been overlooked by m any people, who had been obviously 
overawed by the presence o f a band so trendy as Curved Air. 
Nevertheless G ordon was, and still is to our knowledge, an 
acoustic guitarist w ith amazing talent.

T h e  concert itself drew a crowd o f some 800 people who packed 
the  School’s m ain hall. G ordon G iltrap was first to appear and 
gave a tru ly  excellent show o f guitar technique, although this was 
spoilt for some by the  bad m anners o f  a few.

Curved A ir’s perform ance was greeted w ith enthusiastic appro
val throughout, yet some people seemed less than  overcome by the 
originality o f the music. All b u t a few o f the  audience, however, 
were totally zenned by the  band’s stage act and the atm osphere 
created, no t to m ention zonked by the prim itive, tribal movements 
o f  lead singer Sonja K ristina.

W A G  m ade about £150 ou t o f  the concert, a th ird  o f  which 
was spent on a num ber o f  windows which were accidentally 
broken.
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ABSTRACT JOTTINGS

O h gentlem en listen I pray, though I know 
O n occasions your interest wanes,
I ’m  about to  relate the  last opera’s fate 
A t some very considerable pains.

I am not going to bore you w ith relevant facts,
But w ith woolly and meaningless waffle:
M y knowledge o f scansion could do w ith expansion— 
A nd m y rhym ing is perfectly awful!

T h e  trouble w ith w riting in  verse, you’ll agree 
Is the danger o f  leaving the  scheme,
And am idst reader’s curses proceeding w ith verses 
O f totally different them e.

T h e  principals lack’d w hat was needed, they said—
I t  was obvious ‘they’ d idn’t know,
For the  rabble (you see) weren’t in Trial by Jury,
And can guess, therefore, where they can go.

T h e  D efendant sang strongly, as did the  U sher—
T h e  Council was splendid as all could predict—
T h e  Plaintiff, perhaps, thought they wanted to  shush’er, 
Concerning the Judge I w ithhold m y verdict . . .

T h e  Jury and Public supported w ith zest—
T h eir keenness was tru ly  infective,
Everyone filled with genuine interest,
Especially convincing, the  Bridesmaids’ subjective.
I t ’s the  least I can do (and not perfunctorily)
T o  echo the  audience’s gratitude—
A nd thank  both  cast and M essrs. Holm es and Rooke 
W ithout quoting a single platitude!

D avid L o w e .

MEDICINE HEAD & CHAMELEON

I f  some great oracle had approached a m em ber o f  the  School 
Dance Com m ittee at any tim e during the m onths o f  Novem ber 
and Decem ber and told him  tha t the  E nd-of-T erm  function was 
destined to  be m em orably successful and would realise a profit 
o f some £20, his im m ediate reaction would probably have been to
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do the sage irreparable damage. A diary o f the  events leading up 
to Decem ber 19th reads like an ABC o f Disasters. I t  was not until 
m id-O ctober tha t the  Dance was sanctioned at all, officialdom 
being wisely reluctant to  rush  blindly into a repetition o f 1969’s 
‘Spirit o f  John M organ’ fiasco, and as soon as tickets became 
available, all the people who had previously complained because 
o f the likelihood o f a perm anent veto upon the  Dance suddenly 
decided tha t they were no t prepared to attend one on which so 
m any ‘petty ’ restrictions had been im posed (the fact tha t the  con
ditions were the same as those laid down for previous years was 
conveniently shoved under the  metaphorical carpet). However, a 
slight stretching o f the rules enabled us to give away tickets which 
were to  be paid for on arrival at the  door, and, unbelievably, the 
impossible happened, and £20  was deposited into the  Com m on 
Room’s bank account the  following day. N ot a single item  was 
damaged (save one coke bottle), both  groups enjoyed perform ing, 
and each m em ber o f the  Com m ittee is still (to a greater or lesser 
extent) in  full w orking-order.

W e would like to thank  the  following people for their invaluable 
assistance: M essrs. W estrup, Jam es, Craddock, W ard, M offat and 
T aylor; M r. Brown, Dave Stopps, and a m ultitude o f decorators, 
floor-scrubbers, etc.

T h e  C o m m it t e e .

CHORAL SOCIETY RECITAL AT AMERSHAM

O n W ednesday 31st M arch the School Choral Society journeyed 
to  Am ersham  to give a m uch appreciated recital in  the parish 
church.

I t  was an am bitious program m e, as both  the  works presented 
are m ajor bo th  in  scope and difficulty; and the  Society is to  be 
congratulated on an excellent performance. Some o f the  singing 
in  the  Bach m otet ‘Jesu, Priceless T reasure’ was the  best we have 
heard  from  the  school for a long time. T h e  chorales in particular 
were a rich body o f sound in  which all the  parts were perfectly 
blended— heard to advantage in  the lovely setting.

In  Vivaldi’s ‘G loria’ perhaps the  choir was not quite so assured 
—the w ork is very dem anding; bu t there was some excellent 
singing here too, which gave great pleasure to  the  many listeners.

Between the  two choral works M r. H eath  played m ost com
petently and w ith delightful registration th ree o f Bach’s best 
known Chorale Preludes.

M r. Holm es and M r. Rooke are to be congratulated on present
ing such a very worthwhile evening o f enjoyment.
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OUR TOWN
T his year’s school production seemed doom ed a few days before 
the  perform ance. T ickets were no t selling very well: this was 
probably caused by the sale o f tickets for the  Staff Revue at the 
same tim e. Fortunately, m ost tickets were sold and I  am sure that 
all those who w ent were overwhelmed by the superb production 
o f this play Our Town by T horn ton  W ilder, which was directed 
by M r. D ennis Sm ith and M r. James. I t  was a play in  the  round, 
som ething th a t hasn’t  been seen at the  R .G .S . since Jericho.

Our Town is a play about a small Am erican town called ‘Grovers 
C orners.’ I t  is really a play in a play, and being based in  America 
this called for Am erican accents, which were very realistically 
‘draw led’ by all th e  cast.

As in  previous years, the girls o f  Lady Vern ey H igh  School 
graced us by their appearance, adding m uch colour and a great 
deal o f  realism  into the play. H arriet Hague played Emily very 
well and w ith some passion (too m uch could have been dangerous) 
towards her lover (in the  play!) played by T revor Cromack. I th ink  
m ost o f us who w ent will rem em ber m ost the Stage M anager, 
played so well and w ith great accent by Paul W alker. H e managed 
to  hold the  audience throughout the  whole play. K eith  Ray, Adam 
H ardy and the ir ‘wives’ Angela Edm ondson and Judy Holly all 
gave us top-class perform ances (anyone would have thought that 
they had had experience at being husbands and wives respectively).

W ithout doubt, this was one o f th e  best school plays ever pro
duced, and o f  course a great deal o f  the  credit m ust go to  M r. 
James and M r. D ennis Sm ith for persevering throughout the 
whole term , taking up  m ost o f  their spare hours and m any m ore, 
in  order to produce a play m ore than  worthy for our eyes. T hank
fully, they were tru ly  rewarded w ith almost full houses every night.

J .  P l a n a s .
I'LL BE FURRY' REVUE

T his year’s Staff efforts on the boards, building on the  enormous 
success o f  last year, played to  two packed houses, bo th  eager to 
witness the  Staff displaying their various talents yet again.

T h e  audience were doubly rew arded this year by bo th  the 
'  “ D ram atic C antata” in One Act’ (producer’s description) en
titled  I ’ll be Furry—w hat a w onderful ending when the long-haired 
‘Hairy! Fairy! W orst o f creatures!’ tu rned  out to be th e  newly 
appointed m em ber o f Staff—I forgot to which departm ent he 
belonged, and secondly we were treated once m ore to the  daunting 
prospect o f M r. W estrup’s m uscular physique(P), to  the  unshaven 
glory o f M r. W hite-T aylor’s legs, to  M r. B lythe’s lilting Irish 
accent— or was tha t M r. Cook’s accent?—and above all to  the 
delicate, rapier-like, refined, sensitive w it, and extravagant cavort
ings o f  M r. Hillier.
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Sitting in  the audience makes it difficult to appreciate how 
frantically all members o f  the cast are working to achieve the 
sm ooth, fast flow o f each succeeding item. For the m ost part this 
continuity was well m aintained, though some sketches lacked the 
urgency necessary for their full im pact to be realised, and there 
also seemed to be less forceful, direct appeal to the audience this 
year, though some sections o f  the audience were determ ined to 
participate anyway.

I t  would be impossible to  m ention all those who contributed, 
both on and off stage, though it was good to see some new faces— 
well, you can almost see M r. W ard’s face—and to hear some new 
regional accents—M r. M . M offatt appeared by kind permission 
o f W. D . & H . O. Wills.

R eturning for a m om ent to I 'll be Furry, great was my amaze
m ent to hear the clear, boom ing tones o f  M r. G oldthorpe as an 
assistant m aster, whilst the headm aster him self was played with 
great panache and m uch flashing o f teeth by—yet again—M r. 
W hite-Taylor. M r. Em brey gave o f his all as a heavily disguised 
Senior M aster whilst M r. F linders’ ‘N orm al’ was everything we 
should expect from  one so talented—he did  have some difficulty 
in  avoiding swallowing his wig.

Perhaps there was again too little attem pt to gain audience 
involvem ent—everyone seemed so serious and a little rem ote— 
after all they are teachers—for so m uch o f the time.

I t  would be impossible to end w ithout paying tribu te  both to 
Adam  H ardy’s magnificent re-w riting o f the original words o f 
Trial by Jury, and to the headm aster’s (M r. M .P.S . not M r. 
D . W .-T .) flamboyant entrance to the second part o f the per
form ance sporting a proud mass o f auburn  locks—far exceeding 
the regulation length.

Altogether, w ith thanks especially to M r. H illier, and to M r. 
I. A. Blyth, a ‘super’ evening.

W A G  REPORT
As usual, W ycombe Action G roup has had a thoroughly enjoyable 
tim e this year, raising a lot o f  money in  the  process. T his year 
the fund-raising activities have been various, including some old 
favourites as well as some new, forw ard-thinking ideas.

T here  have been two highly successful concerts during the past 
year: Hawkwind and Formerly Fat Harry at the  T ow n Hall and 
Curved Air here in the Q ueen’s Hall. W e all hope the  Concert on 
April 17th at the T ow n H all will be equally well supported. T h is 
features Skin Alley, Sweet Thunder and the Half-Human Band. 
Also in  respect o f concerts etc. we have been prom ised some o f the
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proceeds o f Our Town by M r. D ennis Sm ith and the  proceeds o f 
Breakout, the prefect’s review; i f  it ever takes off.

T h e  W alk this year, although no t as well organised, was just 
as m uch fun. T hanks go to all the people who p u t up/took down 
and altered signs as well as to  C heckpoint 4— for those who 
found it.

T here  have been two ‘m ixed’ rugger m atches, one o f which we 
staged for the C hiltern Cheshire Homes. T h e  girls won on both 
occasions. T hanks to Bananna for his excellent refereeing.

W e have also during the year helped to collect toys for under
privileged children. W e are as usual taking some o f these on holi
day. Any parents or m asters willing to help w ith transport, please 
contact any W A G  m em ber. T h e  caravan is being redecorated at 
Easter, and we have just acquired another.

M y thanks go to all the masters who have helped along the  way; 
as well as to  all those other people who have assisted us.

B. M . W a r r e n .

THE R.G.S. & L.V.H .S. TRIP TO NORWAY 
Summer 1970

W ith a party  containing 10 boys and 28 girls going to  Norway 
it seemed the  R .G .S . were in  for a good tim e. T h e  n ight o f 
A ugust 15th was spent on an uncom fortable passage to  Norway. 
O n arrival at K ristiansand we were greeted by our coach driver, 
‘T om ,’ later to  become a firm favourite w ith the group.

After a n igh t’s stay at Byglandsfjord Y.H. we m oved on to  the 
Solfonn Hotel (nothing bu t the best for the  R .G .S .) where we 
stayed for four nights. Various activities such as dancing, climbing, 
walking, and a trip  on a chair-lift were enjoyed by everyone. 
Awe-inspiring rides up sheer-cliff sides by coach and a walk to 
the  Folgefonn Glacier also proved unforgettable.

From  here we went to  the Rygjehim  Y.H. where a game o f 
football organised by one o f the  Staff (I wonder who?) proved 
exciting. A walk to  a nearby tro u t farm  ended up  being an aimless 
walk over the hillocks(?) o f  Norway, while some o f the more lazy 
m em bers travelled to  the  farm  by coach.

T h e  nex t stop was at the  M osvangen Y .H. in  Stavanger (one 
o f the more thriving centres o f activity) where activities included 
a trip  up the beautiful Lysefjord, deep-sea fishing (six fish between 
30 people isn’t  bad , is it?), a visit to  a fish-canning factory, and a 
local school. T h e  local press seemed delighted by our presence 
and produced a picture o f  the group in  the papers. T h is was soon 
followed by various invitations from  Norwegian families to enter
tain  groups o f us for the evening.
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After Stavanger the holiday soon came to a close and it was with 
a few red-eyes that we waved good-bye to  ‘T om ’ and Norway. 
T h e  passage over was brightened up  by the arrival o f  a ‘bunch o f 
skinheads’ from  Slough (small world) who insisted on torm enting 
us. However, m em bers o f  the  R .G .S . soon quelled the  rioters. I t  
was a sad welcome hom e for one o f the Staff when he heard that 
W atford had lost yet again b u t apart from  this upset the rest o f  
the  group arrived hom e in good spirits.

All tha t rem ains is for us, on behalf o f  the  group, to  thank 
M r. T hom pson, M iss Corney, and M r. and M rs. Samways for a 
well-organised and thoroughly enjoyable holiday.

P h il ip  I n sh a w .
S t e ph e n  W r ig h t .

ORIGINAL COMPOSITION
Poems: A Play: A Piece o f  Prose. I t ’s a dism al prospect tha t the 
powers o f  expression o f over a thousand young m en and boys 
going through their m ost idealistic and formative stage o f life lim it 
themselves to forty sides o f  poems. T h e  trouble is it’s nearly all 
been said before. I don’t  w ant to  know w hat Yevtushenko said 
except by reading Yevtushenko; likewise w ith G insberg or the 
m ultitudinous poets and writers whose works have been rehashed 
by those schoolboy m inds tha t are active enough to  produce any
thing at all for this magazine. I  suspect the  best literature never 
reaches this official organ o f expression. W e’re no t surprised. T h e  
m edium  is unsatisfactory—b u t tha t’s no t the point. T h a t’s com
plaining about the obstacles to  aspiring genius when real genius 
would only ignore them . All this sounds rather harsh criticism  o f 
schoolboy literature; apologies i f  it hurts anyone’s feelings, bu t 
it’s only said in  the hope tha t it will help. In  short— original (or 
highly unoriginal as it seems to  the  om niscient editor) literature 
would be m uch better i f  the  individual authors analysed their own 
reactions, and wrote about their own genuine experiences rather 
than  distorted p rurien t fantasies.

Still, there’s nothing like the real thing . . .
G raham  B e l l .

SIGHT
Black intricacies on the moon 
A blue-cobw ebbed reality 
T h e  tree grows dark  and high 
Splitting w ith life to the years above.
Daw n comes like a dancer 
In  quarter tones o f lightning orange 
Aura o f power, sad spectral death-knell 
Sprinkles pure light on a whole forest.

C. J. Head.
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TECHNOLOGICAL POETRY
GOLDEN HEART

GLOWING AIR . . . BIRD REJOICES SKY WORLD SKY SLOWLY BLUE 
GLORY DEAD SONG DIES GRASS?

W HITE?
RED W HITE HAIR FACE SUN . . .KNOW ING FACE SLOWLY GREEN 

BIRD GREEN THE BIRD.
WELCOME IS GLORY LOVE SORROW REJOICES CLOUDS CHILD IS 

KNOW ING . . . KNOW ING FADES THE DEAD.
CLOUDS LOVE RED HEART REJOICES LEAF SKY BIRD . . .

SLOWLY
SONG IS SONG . . .

SIGHING AIR IS GRASS?
KNOW ING THE RED IS CLOUDS IS . . . W ALKING GLOW ING

SORROW AIR
LEAF IS BIRD A . . . RED IS GOLDEN IS HOME REJOICES SUN 
LEAF

I.B .M .
T hrough  the  entrance 
W hich is, I  th ink ,
Satirically called 
T h e  M outh  o f  H ell,
Comes a sight for 
Sore eyes.
Every springtim edram atim e,
A t five past four,
A sea o f green 
Fertile, budding 
Actresses.
A nd the tired , leaving 
Red wine people 
Stare
A nd then  run  for 
An overcrowded bus.

A QUESTION UNANSWERED
T h e  wind sings as it flows through bare branches 

a night hawk cries, as it hovers on the  breeze 
T ranquillity  reigns, the world sleeping gently 
all is in  blackness, in  the depths o f the night.

But look! Som ething is m oving, slipping through the air 
a glimpse o f perfection?

. . .  is it really there?
Darkness regains, the apparition has vanished 

was it merely a dream
. . . now so utterly  banished?

679
B i l l  J o s s .



S O M E W H E R E

T hrough  the walls
T h a t b ind and shackle m y desires,
A new dim ension calls,
A nd I will follow 
In  despair.

T h e  fifth dim ension calls;
T h e  forest bends w ith unseen 
Force, and shifts and falls,

A nd lances through a violet green 
Intangible o f  time.
And there is peace;
W arm  images o f unions 
T h a t will cease 
W hen daylight comes.

W i l l i a m  R a m s a y .

A DRAINY DAY
sludge a snuffle up  the sky 
grasses on the raindrops lie 
hedges sigh a leafy blur 
pussies wet is all a-fur
sodden sod and pathen path 
flowers whistle in  the  bath 
w ink is treeful tears and drip 
Hawthorns drizzingly sip
sponges dam p like holey air 
how wondrous lovely passing fair 
the fuddlepuddlem uddlem ud 
reflects the dripping-happy bud
(or would i f  it were spring) squelch leaves 
groaning hedgehog gruntles heaves 
waddlespuddles airs the sniff 
and thistles spined and backens stiff
freshed m uchly w ith the dewy dew 
or rainy rain ah! b lithe to view 
the  gasping grass (just chlorophyll) 
as green as green green green as ill
now verdures ill the  rays’ sun dries 
and tears brim  in its burning eyes 
and leaves in  puddles fiddle stir 
and pussies dry is all a-fur.

C. R .  R o l l a s o n .
680



A VISION

‘L et us ride on the winds o f tim e, m y love,
L et us ride, let us ride. O n the winds o f tim e let us rove.’

‘O h, how can I ride on the  winds o f  tim e 
T o  feel the power o f that breeze sublim e,
W hen they clatter on the  casem ent, hour upon hour 
A nd my eyes are b lind , and m y wings are num b 
A nd my heart is cold in  the depths o f the tom b 
A nd my m ind is sour?
How can I ride on the winds o f tim e
In  the flash o f the  foam as I  rush  w ith the tide
In  the  gushing dash o f the  waves as I roam
As I thrash  up  the  spray w ith m y wings as I glide—
W hen m y spirit sinks to engulfing gloom
And darkness deepens the  im pending doom?’

A dam  H ardy .
POPPY DAY

Everywhere poppies, nowhere to  hide from  them . 
M oney for the dead—
T h e  voluntary dead, the  conscripted dead, 
Som ething to  wear, to  p retend  you care.
But who rem em bers:—
T h e  G reat W ar? T h e  H itler War? Any war?
W hy poppies?
W here the money goes—the money for the poppies?

Poppies everywhere,
Cannot escape them —poppies,
Lapels, poppies, lapels.
Poppy goes the weasel—jingle goes the money, 
Snap, crackle, poppy— all day long—
Standing in  the  cold, poppy on lapel.

One M inute Silence.

Poppies on the  ground,
Poppy-red, blood red , grey and red pavement.
Come next day— come the  dustm en,
Poppies vanished— who rem em bers?
W ho wants to rem em ber?
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PRO PATRIA MORI VELLE

T ransport m e to  the  Psyche o f  the G reat 
W ho send their souls in  chase o f ancient prize,
For m uch they tell o f  beauty o f fair war 
A nd healthy lust for sure and vast prestige.
Yet none can tell w hat H elen crusade may win;
T hey  let suffice to seek M edusa’s head 
So long as higher rank  negates all doubt.

W ho then  dares say: ‘W e owe our lives to  them ,
T h e  ones who drive the  heathen from  our shore’?
F or well I know the  motives o f the  m en 
W ho follow leaders’ call w ithout com plaint 
W here’er the  dem on piper may induce them .
Beware the m an who m ouths: ‘M y country’s cause’, 
F or he m ust surely be a fool or brigand.

O d o .

EXIT AFTER THE SHOW

D eath  is as wide as the  sky: 
his maniac grin from  
horizon to  horizon:
death is as all-encompassing as the sky.

D eath  is for everything: 
field and forest, fish and fowl, 
tram p and tycoon, ant and elephant:
‘I  live, therefore I  die.’

D eath  is everywhere
and w hether it comes
as a sudden bullet or cancerous parasite,
surrender o f a shrivelled brain or overloaded heart,
the mangled mincem eat in  a crashing car,
or m ore prosaic accident,
I t  comes.

D eath  is.
T ake tim e to th ink  about it; and, 
having thought about it, 
waste no m ore tim e.

P e t e r  D a r v il l - E v a n s .
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But see, like kites in  the sky 
T hey  float on and off 
A nchored to the  only earth  
Lonely, h igh, they few fly.
Golden hopes in  fields o f  corn 
Blow gently in  the wide 
Seen by badgers tro tting  
N eatly through  hum an lives 
O f swing-door crash

O ut on a hill clouds glide by
A nd by, living their lives o f im agined shapes
Fantasies.
Screams and cries o f dead m en walking 
Sing to  heaven’s years 
N ot touching clouds which 
W e know have two sides.
In  the stations the passengers
D on’t th ink  o f riding rails to  purple distances
But only biting nails
A nd this and that.
T hey  shuffle foot-hot heavy sweat head 
D ow n deep tunnels tu rn ing  
Dream s desired, illusions w ondered smashed 
H ang by the  side o f sight.
D on’t  bum p into the  m an who hurries 
C lutching bulging b rie f brow n case 
T o  grey nylon chest.
(T he  clouds form  by 
Smiling for the happy hom icide)
Pum ping silver-needled life 
For crash-broken limbs o f car 
And rub  w ith wool the vital spot and 
Smile and be a villain

or a tin  o f treacle
L ike ships tha t slip over A tlantic bars 
T hey  gleam to see the freedom  feel 
A nd, oh best beloved, know they cannot touch 
T h e  sky or sea or hollow love.
T h e  clouds roll on 
Condensed in higher air 
Fantasies unfelt by little pigs 
Conglom erain to  m anate on again.
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Flying over disused mines 
Over railway tracks 
T h e  Flutterbye wings its way 
Between the chimney-stacks.
CO 2 and sulphur fumes 
Descend upon the wing,
T h e  Flutterbye ignores their smell 
A nd moves across the stream.
T h e  stream  is dead,
N o fish survive
T h e  oil is th ick  and black,
T ow n sewage pours out o f  the pipe,
And mingles w ith the bank.
T h e  Flutterbye is now half dead,
T h ere ’s no t m uch we can do.
I t ’s finished, like the  hum an race 
Unless we act quite soon.

P . A . I n sh a w .

THE CHORAL SOCIETY
Shortly after one o’clock on Tuesdays and Fridays a small ani
m ated crowd gathers outside the music room. An accident . . . 
pagan rites . . .  no; just a Choral Society m eeting, soon to evaporate 
into their post-prandial lair. A casual stroller in the quad, a few 
m inutes later may hear certain sounds floating over the grass. 
T h is is the  object o f  their m eeting—their music. L et us go 
inside .  . .
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T h e  initial chaos dies down at last, leaving everyone seated. 
‘Can we have quiet please . . .  give out the  ‘Bach’ . . .  another copy 
to  the basses . . . there’s your keynote . . . open the door . . . why 
are you late?’ ‘Can we have some air . . . let’s sing ourselves in 
w ith the second chorus . . . you phrase it like this . . .’ T he 
ensuing sound is greeted by an exasperated rem ark. ‘T ry  again 
and do try  to  watch. Look out for dynamics and pay attention to 
your tuning.’

T h e  m eeting proceeds, interspersed w ith frequent intervals o f 
m ild abuse and o f advice. A t five to  two the bell sounds. ‘W e’ll 
just do tha t once m ore from  letter “ B” .’ (T here are suppressed 
expostulations o f im patience from  the  basses.) On the  stroke o f 
two an exuberant torren t bursts forth  into the quad., rem iniscent 
o f the rush-hour at Piccadilly C itcus. T h e  Choral Society re turn  
once again to the hard  life o f m aths, physics, and Latin.

M ost people become aware o f our activities at concerts etc., bu t 
our m ain objectives—be they selfish—are enjoyment and satis
faction. Enjoym ent from  singing and satisfaction from  having 
achieved an effective sound. A lthough we have over sixty m em bers 
representing all levels at school, we are always in  need o f more 
tenors and basses to balance out the  rather larger contingent of 
juniors.

Even our m ost severe critics cannot deny how the standards of 
m usicianship w ithin the society have im proved. ‘Im provem ent’ is 
our keyword. T his is unquestionably as a result o f  the unique 
atm osphere which prevails, one which as near as possible fits the 
cliché ‘team -spirit’. I t  is to this atm osphere that any success can 
be ascribed, and vice versa.

FILM SOCIETY REPORT
A fter m any dilem m as we managed to  get enough m em bers to 
m ake the society viable. W e tried  to  make our program m e o f 
films as varied as possible and contrived it so that there would be 
at least one film to everybody’s taste.

The Wages of Fear provided a good start and seemed to  satisfy 
m ost people. T h en  came If, the  highlight o f the program m e, which 
was undoubtedly the  best attended. King Kong followed and this 
produced the  m ost laughs. T h e  thought-provoking satire The 
Exterminating Angel was certainly appreciated by the  sixth-form , 
b u t was too heavy for the  younger boys and it is hoped tha t the 
last film Shane will compensate for this.

After so m uch success in  its initial year, it is hoped to  expand 
the  society nex t year. T h e  m ore m em bers we get the  m ore films 
we can show.
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THE JUNIOR WARGAME SOCIETY

Battle  1 German British
W ebb Paul

and v. and
Jam eison T om son

A djudicator: Edwards 
G erm an victory

B attle 2
Com m anders: as last battle 

A djudicator: H orner 
G erm an victory

Battle  3 German British
B urnand A hm ed

and v. and
D odd N ewm an

A djudicator: Edwards 
British victory

Outcom e o f campaign: G erm an victory

686

T his newly form ed Society has, in  its short history, flourished. 
O ur equipm ent is growing, thanks to m any o f our m em bers who 
have supplied us w ith boards and models. W e also extend our 
sincerest thanks to M r. J. J. O. Roebuck who has given us full 
support in  historical details.

T here  is a W .W .l campaign being fought alongside a Rom an 
campaign and an American Civil campaign. A W .W .2 campaign 
has just ended.

MODEL RAILWAY CLUB
As it seems is the fate o f  m any school societies this year, m em ber
ship and consequently funds (standing at less than  10p at the tim e 
o f writing) are running at a very low ebb w ith little sign o f 
im provem ent, as the  slack sum m er season is fast approaching. 
T h is situation was also worsened by the flooding caused by a 
burst radiator, which p u t m uch o f our electrical equipm ent ou t o f 
action. O n a brighter note, however, it is hoped that the club 
will soon, i f  no t before the  tim e you read th is, be functioning 
normally once more.

O ur thanks go to  our treasurer, Peter H ills, our ‘chief engineer’ 
Paul B arrett, and the rest o f  the  com m ittee, for their financial as 
well as practical help in  keeping the club going, and to M r. D. 
W hite-Taylor for filling the  vacant post o f  chairman.

Finally, we make an appeal to as m any o f our m em bers who 
are willing to help in  this regard, to make financial contributions 
to the club’s funds to help it weather this difficult period.

N . J. M oo n  (S ecre tary ).



After a slow start to  the year because o f a delay in  receiving films, 
the Public T ransport Society had a m uch better term  last term , 
although m em bership has been ra ther smaller than was hoped 
and the financial situation o f the society has become steadily m ore 
precarious. I t  is hoped, however, tha t this coming term  will see a 
tu rn  for the better w ith m ore films and perhaps even a trip , if  
support is forthcom ing. O ur thanks go to our projectionists Peter 
Hills and Paul B arrett for keeping the society going and also to 
Mr. D . W hite-Taylor for stepping into the breach as chairm an 
on Mr. L ane’s departure.    N. J. Moon (Secretary).

STAMP SOCIETY REPORT
Every society report is m uch the  same as its predecessor— ‘Fairly 
inactive year . . . talks have been held . . . m em bership . . . finance 
. . . look forward to  the  fu tu re .’ N one o f this phantom  procession 
can hide the essential drabness o f m eeting-by-m eeting society life.

T im e, in fact, is the  Stam p C lub’s enemy. Since our last report 
we have had to fill up  two lunch-hours a week, for two term s. 
I could blare out tha t we’ve had two trips, two film -strips, a quiz 
and a talk , tha t we converted our accounts to decimal currency, 
tha t on Septem ber 15th a com m ittee m eeting was held to discuss 
the year’s program m e. . . . You see how desperate I ’m  getting. 
T im e, the  ‘reductio absurdum o f all hum an experience’ (Faulkner), 
m akes our efforts laughable. O ur sound and fury signifies nothing.

W e have had over 40 meetings in  the last two term s. D espite 
occasional enlivenm ent their pattern  has been identical— per
functory sale o f approvals, even m ore perfunctory ‘swapping’, 
i.e. selling, and troublem aking followed by essays or ejection.

In  fact, the Stam p Club cannot be called lively. W e are not 
helped by the seeming dearth o f  collectors in  the school at present. 
Nevertheless, we are still alive and living in Room 14; and, as 
ever, our sincere thanks m ust be extended to  M r. A. C. Hills for 
his valuable help and interest, as well as to N . J. M oon, the  current 
secretary, and R. F . Barnes, the active one-fifth o f  the committee.

C. R. R o l l a s o n  (Treasurer).

ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY
At the start o f the Spring term  a Zoological Society held its first 
meeting. T h irty  im m inent young zoologists m et in  the  lower 
lab.; and delighted in the chance to  make use o f  its various 
facilities—the extensive library, the  collecting and preserving 
equipm ent, aquaria, livaria, exhibition cabinets and m uch more.

T h e  society is now well established. I t  meets on T hursday 
evenings, and we are all engaged on our own field o f  study.

PUBLIC TRANSPORT SOCIETY
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M awhinney is studying b ird  flight and m ounting b ird  wings for 
exhibition; Savage and Dapling are classifying the  insect col
lection; Edwards and Jamieson are working on the  b ird  egg col
lection, Hazelwood and Burton are setting up  fish aquaria. Kinvig 
is studying badgers and their activities at night, Parks is engaged 
on a b ird  survey. Some await the Spring and Sum m er in the hope 
o f studying some o f our native reptiles (now in w inter hibernation).

W e anticipate a weekend trip  to M insm ere on the Suffolk coast 
later in  the  year, and one or two visits to the  m ore accessible T ring  
Reservoir—a haunt o f  num erous waterfowl.

All our thanks to M r. L ingard who has devoted m uch o f his 
spare tim e and energy in  prom oting the society and stim ulating 
an interest.

S .M .K .

ARMY SECTION 
Inspection

Annual Inspection this year was carried out by Air Vice-M arshal 
P. G. D . F arr, c .b . ,  o .b .e . ,  d .f .c . ,  m .b . i .m . r .a .f . ,  accompanied by 
an Old Boy o f the School as A .D .C ., Pilot Officer D . G. Wilson. 
Staff Officers in  accom panim ent were M ajor C. J. Batchelor from  
H .Q . Eastern D istrict, L ieut. Cm dr. D . M . Taylor from  D ryad 
and Sqdn. L dr. J. H . W. Davis from  R .A .F. Bram pton.

T h e  Air Vice-M arshal was received w ith a guard o f honour and 
alas only a token band, consisting o f the D rum  M ajor, two buglers, 
and two drum m ers.
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T h e  inspection o f norm al training followed w ithout the  th reat
ened deluge which the skies portrayed, thus enabling outdoor 
activities to  be shown off to  their best advantage.

T h e  Inspecting Officer in  his address com plim ented everyone 
on the  enthusiasm  and efficiency displayed.

Adventure Training Camp
A record num ber o f  cadets m ade the  pilgrimage to  Leek and the 
party  got off to  a good start at H igh W ycombe station by receiving 
the  unsolicited com plim ents and approbation o f th ree different 
individuals, all strangers to  the  School, each o f whom expressed 
approval tha t such a goodly num ber o f m odern youth was em bark
ing on such worthwhile activities.

T h e  road and rail party arrived practically sim ultaneously and 
lost no tim e in  disposing o f a m ug o f hot tea whilst exchanging 
views w ith the  Advance Party on the  accom m odation provided at 
the  T rain ing  C entre situated on the  fringe o f the  Peak D istrict.

T h e  first tw enty-four hours were spent in  dem onstration and 
concentrated instruction to prepare the  party  to  face any eventu
ality from  tropical heat to m ountain blizzard. W hilst engaged on 
its ‘task o f searching for survivors from  a crashed aircraft on 
K inder Scout’.

D eparture from  Cam p on Friday m orning found everyone in 
high spirits equipped to rescue a dozen survivors suffering from  
all m anner o f  ailments and able to  supply from  their individual 
‘com po’ rations anything from  steak and kidney pudding to six 
pints o f ‘Sgt. M ajor’s T ea ’.

T h e  journey through Buxton led towards C hapel-en-le-F rith , 
thence eastwards m idst some o f the best o f the rugged scenery o f 
the Peak D istrict, the  d istant hills o f  which shrouded in  the  haze 
o f the  m orning sun looked at the same tim e inviting yet forbidding 
to the unw ary or unprepared traveller, their slopes studded 
sparsely w ith trees leaning precariously in  m ute acquiescence to 
the  power o f  the prevailing wind.

T h e  road led on towards Castleton, passing the  famous ‘Blue 
John’ Caverns whence is m ined the  beautiful Fluorspar m ineral 
some o f which inevitably finds its way into the gaudy gift shops 
which seem so out o f place m idst walls and houses bu ilt o f  the 
local M illstone G rit.

Shortly the  route tu rned  northw ards along the  Lady Bower 
Reservoir, which supplies drinking water to  m ost o f  D erbyshire, 
then  along the  famous Snake Pass. H ere at various points three 
search parties set off on foot to comb the  heights o f  K inder Scout 
and Edale M oor, and the three parties found a ‘survivor’, each one
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o f w hom  gave an account o f a highly confidential docum ent case 
which m ust be found as soon as possible.

T h e  various parties, however, were all bound for a Cam p Site 
near the ‘Snake In n ’ and had a m ost urgent problem  o f their own 
to cope w ith, that o f setting up  Cam p for the night and dealing 
w ith the braised steak, sultana pudding or other rations they had 
chosen for their evening meal. Soon all were able to relax in 
contem plation o f the gurgling river threading its way down the 
valley to feed the thirsty  reservoir below.

A fter a well earned rest the  party  made a successful search for 
the ‘lost docum ents’ and arrived at Edale to be m et by transport 
to re tu rn  them  to base camp where roast beef and Yorkshire pud
ding was followed by cherry tart and custard and then  briefing 
for the following day.

T h e  ‘lost docum ents’ revealed a hidden ‘Arm s D um p’ guarded 
by a few desperate characters in the  form  o f three form er m em bers 
o f the C .C .F , now at university— 2nd Lieut. P. G rafton, A. Bore
ham  and A rnold, together w ith three Senior Cadets G ubbins, 
Simmons and Pepper, determ ined to defend their position to the 
last. Recce Patrols during the  day prepared the ground for a m id
night attack on the position and a ‘Com m ando’ party  successfully 
captured the  position.

A full day was then spent in  a m ap-reading ‘treasure h u n t’, 
followed by team  activities in  river crossings, cliff rescue opera
tions, rope bridges and other initiative exercises, and back to base 
for roast pork  and all the trim m ings, followed by an unending 
supply o f sherry trifle topped with whipped farm house cream 
supplied by the  local farm er. T h e  evening wTas concluded with 
free drinks and bars o f chocolate for the  winning teams, short 
speeches and presentations in  appreciation o f a happy and 
successful Camp.

R.A.F. SECTION
D uring the  sum m er holidays four senior cadets successfully com
pleted their Proficiency G liding courses, Sgt. Butler being recom
m ended for an Advanced course. Fifteen cadets also spent a very 
exciting week at R .A .F. Leuchars in Fife, experiencing the 
R .A .F .’s active role in fighter defence.

T h e  section was fortunate in  being able to visit R .A .F. W hite 
W altham  on four separate occasions for A ir Experience Flying, 
during which m ost cadets were given at least one flight in  a 
Chipm unk. O ther visits included seeing a M osquito and Spitfires 
at Booker.
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T h e  G eneral Inspection saw the  culm ination o f the Section’s 
training program m e and the successful com pletion o f several 
projects.

In  April 1971 eight cadets will be spending a week at R .A.F. 
G uterslöh in  Germ any.

T o  complete a very successful year, W .O. Gillespie was awarded 
the certificate o f  Good Service and is now awaiting details o f his 
overseas flight to  Singapore.

O n behalf o f the Section I would like to  thank L t. Col. Pattin
son, F.O . Bell and FI. Sgt. T anner for their invaluable assistance 
and advice.

W . O . Barney .
R.N. SECTION

T h e  section got off to a good start this year, the general state o f 
training having been raised considerably. T h e  proficiency class 
have been doing their bookwork all term  and their efforts came 
to  fruition when four cadets passed their proficiency exam.

T h e  term  was enlivened by a field day at Portsm outh which 
involved an overnight stay in H .M .S . Victory barracks. T h e  more 
senior cadets were able to go to sea and the rem ainder had a good 
look round some Portsm outh shore establishm ents.

T h e  m ain activities o f this term  were directed towards the 
G eneral Inspection which took place on the penultim ate T hursday  
o f term . T h e  section is always ham pered by being a sea-borne 
service on land, b u t it was possible to rig the  dry land whaler, 
jackstay and sheerlegs. T h e  jackstay is a m ethod for transferring 
stores from  ship to  ship at sea, and sheerlegs are used to  hoist 
heavy stores such as am m unition on deck from  below.

At the tim e o f w riting Cox’n  J. Burrows has just re tu rned  from  
a one-and-a-half week long cruise on H .M .S . Tenby, an anti- 
subm arine frigate, which involved sailing out to  G ibraltar, 
enjoying the M editerranean sun for two days and then  being 
flown hom e by the R.A .F. Join the Navy and see the  w orld indeed!

V . R. G u b b in s .
HOUSE REPORTS 
SCHOOL HOUSE

Once again the tim e has come to w rite the various House reports. 
Being H ead Prefect o f School H ouse, it is my job to w rite the 
report concerning the  events tha t occur in  this House. However, 
owing to extrem e pressure from  the  right-w ing elem ent in  the 
prefects’ study I have been bullied into destroying three previous 
attem pts, on the  grounds o f unoriginality.
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According to the right-w ing elem ent referred to earlier, ‘you’ 
(the reader) are no longer concerned about the  large contribution 
that this House continues to m ake to the sporting activities o f  the 
school. N or are ‘you’ interested in  the creditable perform ances o f 
those who took part in the m ock ‘A ’ and ‘O ’ Levels. T hese, how
ever, are supposed to be the two m ajor ingredients o f  school life, 
and, this being a school, one begins to wonder w hat ‘you’, accord
ing to the right-w ing elem ent, are interested in ; surely it can’t be 
the fact tha t some o f the room s on the top floor have been re
decorated; or tha t the majority o f doors in the House have had 
their banging potential rem oved by the installation o f springs. 
And so I m ust attem pt to find som ething that ‘you’ are interested 
in.

After some deep thought, I decided tha t it can only be one thing: 
‘you’ are all waiting for m e, on behalf o f  everyone, to thank the 
Staff o f this H ouse; that is M r. Skipp, who is now coming to the 
end o f a m ost eventful year as M ayor; M r. Stubbs, who in  M r. 
Skipp’s absence has borne the  b run t o f  the  duties; and finally 
M atron who has continued to look after the sick in  her usual 
m anner.

N .B .—M . S. N ew ton does no t wish to rem ain anonymous as 
the ‘right-w ing elem ent’.

UPLYME

W ith Easter coming fast upon us it is tim e again to  record our 
various deeds and misdoings. A t last the boarding house has 
grown in size and so unfortunately have our fees! T h is could be 
explained by the appearance o f lino on our dorm itory floors or 
even to the  increase in  the quality o f  our food?? T o  the  ordinary 
boarder however neither o f  these suggestions seems very plausible 
and one begins to wonder, w hen our house tu to r buys a new car, 
the  second w ithin twelve m onths.

U plym e can however be proud that once again we resoundingly 
beat our old rivals, Tylers W ood, at football. I ’m  sorry to  say 
though, tha t this is the grand total o f inter-house rivalry this year. 
As usual we manage to fill quite a few places in  the  various school 
team s, a record which we hope to continue in  the  sum m er.

I  m ust extend my thanks, however, to  M r. and M rs. Cooper, 
M r. H olt and Conny for always being willing to further the 
house’s enjoyment. T his fact was well illustrated in  our n ight 
exercise, in which, I ’m  happy to say, nobody got lo s t . . .
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TYLERS WOOD
A tim e o f change this term  has been 
W e’ve lost our culinary Queen;
M rs. D uck  has left our throng,
T o  Brian now the meals belong.
Lane Clarke has left as well 
A nd w ith h im ’s gone a feety smell,
H e was renow ned for painting things—
T h e  study now is fit for Kings.
O ur prefects six have played their part;
Asleep and waking learned their art.
M atron’s done more than  her share 
For all the  patients in  her care.
Once m ore W alter’s been our friend 
From  term ’s beginning to its end.
T h e  only change to night affairs
Have been C hris Em brey’s ‘sit-dow n’ prayers.
N ow  thanks again sincerely due 
T o  b o th  our benefactors true.
M r. and M rs. Pattinson 
O ur place o f rest have ably run.

ARNISON
T h e  position o f Arnison in the H ouse Cham pionship this term  is 
ra ther disappointing as we are supporting the  other three houses. 
However, this means tha t next term , when our potential will be 
realised, we can only im prove.

O ur position at the bottom  o f  the table seems strange, w hen we 
have obtained one 1st position (Bridge) and five 2nd places 
(Rugby, Basketball, Gym nastics, Shooting and Hockey). In  the 
Cross-Country we had some very good individual results w ith 
J. Crowley winning in  a school record tim e. However, owing to 
an unfortunate piece o f bad m anagem ent our true  position in  this 
event was not obtained, and I apologise for this mistake.

I m ust, however, com m ent upon  the  support for these House 
events. In  the  H ouse C om petition a large entry will often beat a 
smaller bu t m ore efficient entry. For this reason I hope th a t sup
port, at all levels, will increase and that everybody will have taken 
part in  H ouse Com petitions o f  one sort or another. T h e  con
tinuing good nam e o f Arnison is in  your hands, for support is the 
essence o f success. J. C. Cook.

FRASER
A t this stage last year, the H ouse captain was able to say tha t ‘we 
are off to a wonderful sta rt’. T h is year we are again in  first place, 
b u t the response for participation in  the  teams has been anything
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but wonderful. T h e  gymnastics com petition is perhaps typical 
o f the response found w ithin the House. O ur juniors perform ed 
excellently to establish a big lead for us at the start o f  the com
petition, b u t the seniors soon m ade their presence felt w hen only 
one com petitor could be found for a com petition tha t required 
four; as a result we were nowhere to be seen in the  final reckoning.

T hanks to superb organisation (surely one o f the  m ain factors 
in  deciding who wins the H ouse cham pionship) by Jenkins, 
nonchalant running by ‘Jacko’ and good ‘professional’ tactics in 
rem oving Arn ison’s th reat, Fraser m anaged to  secure a victory in 
the cross-country. T h e  basketball com petition was won for the 
second successive year and in  the senior rugby we achieved a 
creditable th ird  which m ight even have been a second i f  a few 
unm entionables had pu t themselves out.

As we are now leading the  field at the tu rn , Fraser m ust have a 
better than  even chance o f being first past the line. I t  all depends 
on w hether those unm entionables devote one iota o f tim e to the 
H ° u se - P . H o w la n d .

TUCKER
T h e  halfway stage has been reached in  w hat could tu rn  out to be 
a very closely fought house cham pionship. A t the  m om ent we are 
lying second behind Fraser b u t the m argin is 13 points which is 
quite a large lead to have. A m onum ental effort is needed during 
the sum m er term  to win the  cham pionship. W e won the gym
nastics w ith an excellently drilled squad as well as the senior 
rugby trophy. However, disappointing results came in  the basket
ball and hockey competition. A basis has been built for an all-out 
attack on the  trophy bu t a far greater effort is needed by every
body in  the house. M r. Scott still continues to  support us in  all 
com petitions despite the  house’s lack o f success during the last 
few years. T h is support is invaluable to  us and we extend our 
thanks to  him . M . S. N e w t o n .

YOUENS
For a while now Youens has been an undistinguished house, bu t 
this year there have at last been indications o f  a change to success. 
However, it has certainly no t been a year w ithout its failings. Very 
surprisingly we came fourth  in  the senior rugby, and disap
pointingly the  same in  the  shooting. T h e  basketball was so close 
tha t even though we finished fourth our hopes o f som ething better 
were really quite justified. W e failed in  the gymnastics despite our 
excellent Interm ediates, who in  fact prevented us from  finishing 
last in  the cross-country. However, there have been the successes. 
A good second place in  the bridge was bettered by excellent firsts 
in  hockey, badm inton and (it seems, at the tim e o f going to press) 
chess. I only hope tha t those who have participated have enjoyed 
themselves, and that the rest will prove keener nex t term .
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SCHOOL GAMES
‘Fairness corrupts the soul of competitiveness.’

P . I n sh a w .
1st XV RUGBY

Played 29, W on 14, Drew 2, Lost 13. For 290, Against 277
T h e  degree o f inexperience in  the 1st XV this season can be 
measured by the fact tha t only two m em bers o f the team  had 
colours and only three others had previously played 1st team  
rugby. For this reason the team  got off to  a rather shaky start by 
losing seven o f the first nine games, suffering rather heavy defeats 
at the  hands o f St. Benedict’s and Em m anuel School. A t this 
stage the team  was dispirited and the captain a worried m an.

However, the m atch against Leighton Park  heralded a new era. 
From  this point onwards the team  won 11 o f the  next 15 games, 
gaming some excellent wins against H arrow  County and St. 
Nicholas G .S. T here  were, o f  course, still some poor perform ances, 
such as the m atch against H am pton G .S. in  which we threw  away 
our chances o f victory. However, in  the second h a lf o f  the  season 
the 1st XV began to fulfil its potential and play like the  team  we 
knew it could be. W ith  the raised spirits, due to several victories, 
came an increase in  enjoym ent, and the  rugby became m ore fluent 
and more attacking.

T h e  threequarter line, in  which M . Saunders, J. Powell and 
G. M orris were prom inent, suddenly began to m aster the  art o f 
scoring tries, and became a very effective unit. W ith Jarm an’s 
added attacking flair they scored m any excellent tries and were 
sound in  defence. R. Shearer at full-back was safe and often 
produced valuable sorties into enem y territory. A t half-back 
Powell was always dangerous, i f  prone to disappearing upheld. 
His kicking was outstanding and led to high points. W eston and 
M iller were both  at scrum -half for h a lf the season. W eston was 
excellent in  defence whereas M iller was more effective as a link 
between pack and fly half.
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O f the forwards, Lewis was prom inent in th e  loose and was 
always first to  the ruck. In  the tigh t Howland (a vociferous pack- 
leader) won many useful heels and relieved dangerous situations. 
In  the lines-out M arcinkiewicz and W icks were outstanding. 
However, their strength lay in their work as a un it, ra ther than  as 
individuals.

T o  sum  up , this season has been m ost valuable in  giving many 
players experience for nex t year’s team , for which eight or nine 
players are certain to return . I t  is pleasing for m e to look back 
over the  season and feel tha t the team  has im proved so much. 
However, the  pleasure belongs equally to  M r. J. R. L earm onth 
for his endless efforts and enthusiasm  in coaching the  team , and 
our thanks m ust go to  him .

J. Cook.

2nd XV RUGBY
W on 18, D rew  2, Lost 6— a very satisfactory result indeed and 
appropriate reflection on the  team  as a whole. And still the crowd 
was there.

A t tim es am idst the  in jured  and the  dying the team ’s m orale 
shone on through the  m ud and rain, while on other occasions 
flashes o f  brilliance and sheer hard  play brought victory after 
victory.

A nd still the  crowd was there.
A t least two games tha t were lost should have been won: these 

were the  two occasions w hen shirts felt heavy, and th e  m ud clung 
strongly to  our feet, and just about everything w ent wrong. T hey  
were the  only tim es we’d all b u t given up.

And still the  crowd was there.
B ut then  every team  has its off days, b u t only good teams keep 

them  down to so few, and the m ajor reason was the crowd.
A nd so the  whole team  would once again like to  express their 

sincere thanks for the  great enthusiasm  shown by our crowd, 
giving us tha t little extra, tha t was invaluable.

M r. Samways—thank you very m uch and I hope th e  nex t season 
is even better.

R. M oore.
3rd XV RUGBY

Played 19, W on 12, D raw n 1, L ost 6. Points for 287, Against 148 
W e have had an enjoyable season, w ith ra ther m ore talent available 
than  usual; hard  work, disappointm ent (often over infuriating 
2nd XV requirem ents), satisfying wins, constructive rugby, and, 
above all, m atches which were a pleasure to  watch. T h e  m ain 
feature, however, has been the  spirit w ithin the  club. Players have 
evinced a degree o f co-operativeness, o f enthusiasm , and o f
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adaptability, which transcends the bounds o f the rugby pitch; and 
which has resulted in  im proved skills all round.

T h e  pack often won m atches for us through sheer determ ination, 
and sometimes rugby skill; G lenister was a m ost reliable hooker, 
winning many against the head; he was solidly backed up  by 
W arren and Sadler. Sandies, A llnutt and Flintham  all proved very 
keen and useful players, while Froude, at No. 8, played some 
m atch-w inning games—when Davison joined him  the result was 
a joy to watch!

M iller, until his call-up to the higher echelons o f the game, gave 
good service at scrum -half, while Lowe showed rem arkable terrier- 
like qualities as his replacem ent. N ew ton, at fly-half, could, 
through a series o f shrewd kicks, win us yards at a tim e in  some 
matches. O ur ‘threes’ had their m om ents bu t rarely passed quickly 
and smoothly, letting the ball do the work, and sometimes tries 
were given away to the opposition through mistakes: however, 
Spencer, Bailey, H olland (an excellent game against G reat 
M arlow), T hom pson, and Floyd all proved reliable in  defence on 
the whole. A t full-back, Costello was usually, w ith a succession o f 
good kicks or well-judged runs, an excellent spur to the rest o f 
the team.

T h e  side was well captained by M iller, N ew ton, and G lenister, 
and the other players owe m uch to their encouragem ent on the 
field, and the ir organisation off it.

(O ther players: Bell, Edw ards, Goff, Jefferies, Jones, H un t, 
Sim pson, and W alne.)

K .A .H .
JUNIOR RUGBY

Junior School Rugby has had a season o f m ixed success w ith 
some appalling results, compensated for by some very encouraging 
results. T h e  U.16 lost m any o f their players to the senior teams, 
resulting in  several disastrous defeats. W hen the  full team  was 
fielded, however, some excellent rugby was played, culm inating 
in a 39—0 defeat o f  Henley School.

T h e  U .15 had a fair season while the  U .14 had a very disap
pointing tim e, only winning four games. T h e  team  suffers from  a 
lack o f height and strength resulting in  very little possession. 
However, the  side has potential and could prove itself over the 
nex t season or two.

T o  offset these relatively poor years, the U.13 and U .12 have 
had a considerable am ount o f success. T h e  U.13 only lost four o f 
their twelve games and convincingly beat W indsor 21—0. T here  
are m any prom ising individuals in  this team  and with the right 
guidance they could be outstanding. T h e  U.12 had m ore fixtures 
than  usual and showed themselves to be very strong. T hey  lost
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their first game 3— 0 and thereafter did no t lose a game, recording 
some excellent victories.

T h e  fu ture o f rugby in  the school is variable. T h e  nex t two 
years should be very successful bu t unless m any new boys are 
found, the following two years will be very lean. T h e  increasing 
com petition o f hockey is also threatening to affect the  standard of 
rugby in  the  school. T h e  long-term  prospects do not appear to be 
all tha t healthy.

U nder 16: W on 5, Lost 6, D raw n 0.
U nder 15: W on 7, Lost 9, D raw n 3.
U nder 14: W on 4, Lost 14, D raw n 1.
U nder 13: W on 8, Lost 4, D raw n 1.
U nder 12 ‘A ’: W on 5, Lost 1, D raw n 0.
U nder 12 ‘B’: W on 1, Lost 1, D raw n 0.

1st XI HOCKEY
Played 30, W on 22, D raw n 1, Lost 7. Goals for 101, Against 31 
Goalscorers: Jobes 31, Czerwinski 23, Staynor 14, Lowe 10, Rose 8 
For the 1st X I this has been a season o f records and failings. T h e  
record score was broken w hen St. Albans G .S. were annihilated 
by 14— 0. T h e  record for the num ber o f  goals in  a season was 
broken after only eighteen matches. S. Jobes broke the individual 
goal-scoring record before Christm as. M ore wins have been re
corded this season than in  any previous season. But there have 
been failings. Twice as m any m atches have been lost this season 
as last, and our superiority in some aspects o f  the game has not 
always given us wins we deserved.

Cowin became first choice goalkeeper after only a couple o f 
weeks o f playing the game, and played so well tha t Stone was 
never really able to recover the  place he lost through injury. L ord 
and Evans spent m ost o f the season at full-back, though occasional 
reshuffles m eant their playing at wing-half. K ern  replaced Evans 
towards the end o f the season and proved solid and reliable. T he 
half-back line o f  Fogg, Cliff and M orrant was w hat one would 
expect o f  such experienced players. T hey  all showed genuine class 
and reached a high level o f performance. Rose kept the right-w ing 
position for him self all season, and his speed was an asset. H e 
should be a very useful player next year. Czerwinski in  his first 
full season often showed a skill which promises even m ore from  
him  in the  years to come. H is goals particularly proved a highlight 
o f  his performances. Jobes has been a sensible and relentless player 
and has earned him self the  goal-scoring record for his instinctive 
play w hen near the goal. Staynor, the captain, has occasionally 
moved back to  a m ore defensive position, bu t has still scored some 
useful goals. Lowe on the  left-wing im proved all the tim e and has
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been a trifle unlucky, I feel, not to represent the County school
boys. Coe’s lim ited opportunities for the first team  have shown 
w hat an asset his useful skill m ust be for the 2nd X I. H e should 
earn him self a m ore perm anent place nex t year. Ross, G ore, 
Puddephatt, L loyd, Hodgkins and Bolding have also stood in 
capably when required.

Staynor, Fogg and M orrant represented Bucks at U .22 level.
Staynor, Fogg, M orran t, Jobes, Cowin, Czerwinski, Cliff and 

Rose played for Bucks U.19.
Staynor and Fogg were selected to  represent the South-W est 

Counties U .19, as a result o f  which Staynor has been given an 
England T rial.

R. S t a y n o r .
2nd XI HOCKEY

Played 15, W on 7, D raw n 2, Lost 6. Goals for 40, Against 26
T h e  2nd X I has had a somewhat varied season, w inning well before 
Christm as, b u t ra ther struggling afterwards. However, this can be 
explained by th e  loss o f certain players, notably Costello and 
Barker, at Christm as. In  the second h a lf o f the season also, K ern, 
the  captain, and Coe were often called in  by the 1st X I, and their 
loss was considerable. A part from  these four, other 2nd X I players 
have more than  carried their weight this year. Stone, in  goal, has 
often been a rock behind the defence. G ravett’s h itting  has 
curiously resem bled tha t o f a golfer’s, b u t has often broken up 
opposition attacks, and his full-back partnership w ith Puddephatt 
has been at tim es successful, and at others somewhat hum orous. 
Chalm ers, Lloyd and W hite have all played regularly, all w ith 
contrasting styles, and K err played in  goal quite often. O thers to 
have played are H ardy, Burke, F ry , Bolding, Reiss, M orris and 
Evans.

BOAT CLUB
As usual in  this sport, the Christm as, and m ost o f the  Easter, term  
is solely taken up  by training. However, the  result o f  all th is blood 
and sweat is usually worthwhile when the com petition actually 
arrives. T h e  1st IV  found this on M arch 23rd, when they raced 
in  the Schools’ H ead o f the R iver, and finished 5th. T h is proved 
enough to win the ‘R estricted’ division, and enough to  push 
Radley College 2nd IV  (half o f  their 1st V III)  to  a three-second 
deficit. M oreover, it also gained m ention in  the Daily Telegraph, 
no mean feat, i f  you know their correspondent!

W hat it showed, in  m ore widely comprehensible term s, is that 
this coming term  should see the  best IV  we have yet pu t out, 
possibly the best in  its class in  the  country. I do no t th ink  that 
is exaggeration. T h e  other crews are also looking powerful; in
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particular, the  Colts ‘A’, who are looking immensely prom ising— 
only partly  because o f  their stroke’s size!

By the  tim e this is published, we shall have raced at A bingdon, 
in  the  H ead o f the River race there, though w ith an altered crew, 
thanks to  the  Biology and Geography field trips. W hen the com
plete crew reappears, in  the term , a few tins o f silver polish m ight 
be a worthwhile investment.

I.A.B.

BASKETBALL
Record to  date: Played 12, W on 8, Lost 4

After the  successful seasons o f previous years, inspired by the 
redoubtable Beasleys and Colleys, a new basis bad to  be form ed 
for the  school’s first basketball team  this season. All o f  last year’s 
‘first five’ had left, leaving P. H ow land, J. M arcinkiewicz, G. 
Jarm an and R. M oore to  lay the foundations. M . Saunders and 
R. T horne , through consistent practice, added their weight to the 
cause.

U nder a cloud o f apprehension, the team  took on W oodside 
B .B.C., and with the aid o f  two old boys, won their first victory. 
T heir nex t fixture was against D r. Challoner’s G .S ., the  old 
enemy, w hen the team  hoped to  prove their true worth. Helped 
by their opponents’ relative lack o f skill, the  R .G .S, trium phed 
by the m argin o f th irty  points to  proceed into the next round o f 
the Nationals. In  order to increase confidence for the  nex t hurdle, 
a fixture was arranged w ith W ycombe College and won by eight 
points.

However, their next opponents, the Pirates, brought the team ’s 
first downfall when they lost by two baskets in  extra time. Yet in 
a re tu rn  m atch, the Pirates were defeated by 52—45 and the  team  
w ent into the  Nationals game with hopes high. Southern G .S. 
were to provide the opposition— and what opposition! T hey had 
won the Nationals, the highest honour in schools’ basketball, the 
previous year, and contained m any excellent players who were 
well versed in  the skills o f  com petitive basketball. T h e  R .G .S, 
began confidently enough and though never in  the lead, the deficit 
was only one or two baskets. However the  m atch was fated, for 
soon after the  tip-off a pow er-cut occurred, no t infrequent in 
those troubled  tim es, and Southern took advantage o f the bad 
light to  increase their lead. By the final whistle they had scored 
54 points to our 35 and the  R .G .S, were no t to  continue in  a 
com petition in which they had already proceeded fu rther than  on 
any previous occasion.

T h e  highlight o f the season was our victory in  the Bucks League 
Final against Slough, by 75 points to  31. T h e  School has carried
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off the  trophy for the  th ird  consecutive year, and as yet no other 
school has had its nam e engraved on the trophy since its inaugura
tion.

As the figures below illustrate, the  team  relies greatly on the  tall 
M arcinkiewicz for m any o f its baskets. Jarm an, although small for 
a basketball player, has adapted h im self well to the team ’s needs 
and has been consistent w ithout being spectacular. W e all hope he 
will recover from  his injury in  tim e to play against Slough G .S. 
Saunders, at guard , has developed well throughout the  season. 
H is great asset is his ability to  gain the  defensive rebounds and, 
allied to his spectacular long-shots, he has become an accomplished 
player. Perhaps, though, the player who has made the  greatest 
im provem ent during the  season is R. T horne. A lthough still only 
a fifth-form er, he has m anaged to  hold down a place in  the  ‘first 
five’ and score 25 points in  one m atch. T h e  substitutes could be 
chosen from  A. Clarke, M . Spencer, M . N ew ton, R. M oore, S. 
W right and K. Beare, and all gave o f  their best when required. 
Clarke and Spencer, who are both under 16, should develop into 
even better players when they become m ore experienced.

Finally, I would like to thank  M r. S tubbs on behalf o f  all those 
who played basketball this season for the great deal o f  effort and 
tim e he has devoted to  the developm ent o f  the game in  the  school.

Full colours were awarded to: G. Jarm an, J. M arcinkiewicz and 
R. M oore.

Half-colours were awarded to  M . Saunders, R. T horne , A. 
Clarke, M . Spencer and M . Newton.

P. Howland.

MARATHON
I t  was very noticeable how a num ber o f  boarders were walking 
w ith their legs straight and twinges o f  agony on their ever-cheerful 
faces on Sunday 4th o f April. All this is probably due to the  fact 
tha t on Saturday 3rd o f April they succeeded in playing a 12-hour 
basketball m arathon being sponsored to  raise money for the 
Oxfam  charity.

T h e  game began, after lengthy preparation, at 7.15 a.m ., and 
continued throughout the  day at a very lively and fatiguing pace. 
T h e  presence o f m any spectators was a valuable spur to the squad 
o f 20 players o f  whom  all bu t two managed to complete the 12 
hours. M any thanks from  all the players go to M arie A nne, Julia, 
D eborah and Barbara who prepared the  nourishm ent and refresh
m ent for the tiring  players, and I have it on good authority that 
you are an excellent masseuse o f ankles and knees, M arie Anne. 
T hank  you, too, M r. Samways, for all your help in  preparation 
and giving up  your Saturday for us.
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Now the aches subside and we have the m em ory o f  an enjoyable 
experience. So far the venture has been very successful, thanks to 
the enthusiasm  and co-operation o f all concerned, especially M ark 
N ew ton who excelled him self in the organisation and we hope is 
looking after the money safely for us. Now I hope the collection 
o f sponsor money goes smoothly and efficiently, as the raising of 
money is after all what it was all about.

W. F. H a r r i s o n .
U.14 BASKETBALL

Played 12, W on 11, Lost 1. Points for 464, Against 233
T h is has been a highly successful and enjoyable season which 
reached its climax w ith the defeat o f  Pem broke School by 60— 36 
in the  final o f the Bucks Cham pionship.

T h e  strength o f the squad has been built around the nucleus 
o f boys from  last year’s team , b u t there has been loyal and very 
able support from  the other m em bers. T rain ing  and practice 
sessions have been held twice weekly throughout the Christm as 
and Spring term s, and m uch o f the success and also the excellent 
spirit w ithin the team , m ust be attributed  to the  seriousness with 
which these have been taken by all. T h e  success o f the season 
m ust also be attributed to  Peter H oddinott who has been a very 
able captain both  on and off the court.

A lthough there has not always been the strongest o f opposition 
during the season, the  strength and potential o f  the team  has been 
very apparent. T h e  outlook for nex t season is clearly very 
promising.

T eam  from: P. H oddinott (capt.), S. C larke, R. Andrews, C. 
K een, M . Bradshaw, S. Baskott, S. Pearce, J. Pearce, R. Edwards, 
R. Sm ith, J. Child, D. Bucknell.

E .L .W .
THE U.14 BUCKS FINAL

R.G .S. 60, Pem broke 26
T his was a satisfying end to the  season w ith the  U .14’s w inning 
the Bucks League comfortably.

T h e  game started slowly w ith only six baskets being scored in 
the first ten  m inutes; however, we soon warm ed up  and by half
tim e were winning 27— 10.

A t the beginning o f the second half, Pem broke began to play 
m an-to-m an. T h e  second five were inexperienced in  such tactics, 
and Pem broke closed the gap to three points in  four m inutes. 
T hen , w ith a tim e-out and substitution the first five were rein
stalled and, knowing how to com bat th is, quickly showed 
superiority and drew easily away w ith C. Keen scoring 30 points 
and R. D . Andrews 14.
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BADMINTON
Although this year’s first V I was both  young and inexperienced, 
the badm inton team  has enjoyed m uch unexpected success, such 
as the defeat o f  W atford, who were last year’s cham pions o f the 
W est L ondon Schools League, and the team  can look forward to 
a very good season nex t year, when all bu t one o f the present team  
will be returning.

All three o f this year’s regular pairs were o f  roughly equal 
playing ability. C anned and Bergson were the only pair to play 
together throughout the season, and they did well to reach the 
semi-finals o f  the Bucks cham pionships. Sm ith and W ilson also 
settled down well towards the end o f the season, whereas Spencer 
and T app in  d id  no t play often enough together to get consistently 
good results. T his is largely due to the lack o f facilities for practice, 
there being only one court and one evening for first V I practices. 
T h e  juniors also suffer in  this respect, b u t even so, it is noteworthy 
tha t a fourth-form er, Bergson, is already playing for the  first team. 
T h e  club is still flourishing and w ith M r. H illier coming nex t year 
to  help M r. W hite-T aylor, everyone can look forward to  one of 
the best ever seasons for the badm inton team.

M . S pen c er .
CHESS CLUB

P W D L F A
S e n i o r s 16 12 2 2 7 0 ½ 3 2 ½
U .1 6 21 13 2 6 92 93
U .1 4 11 8 2 1 53 28
S u n d a y  T im e s 4 3 0 1 17½ 6 ½
B u c k s  L e a g u e 6 4 1 1 2 3 ½ 12½

D uring the past two term s, the Chess C lub has continued to  enjoy 
a large m em bership, and a large degree o f success, as can be seen 
from  the results.

D espite continually fielding weakened sides in  the  friendly 
m atches, and the  additional blow o f Saunders and Stevenson 
leaving at Christm as along w ith C hapm an, who joined us at the 
beginning o f the  year, the senior team  has won nearly all its 
m atches, and several o f  the U.16 team  have gained valuable 
experience in  the  senior team , m ore than  holding their own in 
their matches. T h e  U.16 and U .14 teams have played consistently 
well throughout the season although, owing to lack o f opposition 
(which is increasingly becoming a hindrance to our fixture list), 
they have no t had m any good schools to  play.

In  the  Sunday Times, the  school was unfortunately draw n in a 
different and m ore difficult group than  last year, and were beaten 
in the semi-final o f  the zone by a strong team  from  Bedford 
M odern School. In  our first venture for some seasons into the
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Bucks League, the senior team  have played well against good 
opposition, and look set for prom otion to Division I.

T h e  House com petition, which was vastly changed from  last 
year in  form , was won by Youens. Second were A rnison, th ird  
Fraser, and fourth  T ucker. In  the  annual Staff m atch, the School 
won 7½— 3½, which shows tha t certain m em bers o f  the opposition 
m ust know how to play.

O ur thanks, as usual, go to  M r. I. R. C lark for his endless 
enthusiasm  and interest, and also to  M essrs. G ibson and Em brey 
for their help on several occasions. M y thanks to all mem bers of 
every team  who have made this such a successful year.

Full colours were awarded to  I. M . W addington.
Half-colours were awarded to: D. Edw ards, R. N ew ton, A. 

Pearn, P. Austin and R. Lockwood.

CROSS-COUNTRY
A very lean season. T h e  best th ing about it has been the prom ise 
o f great fu ture achievements. W e started the  A utum n term  with 
Ian  Johnson as captain, ably supported by J. Crowley, J. Planas, 
S. Jenkins, all o f  whom received their full colours, and Adam 
H ardy who has im proved steadily through the  year and won for 
him self half-colours. H udson, Sherriff and Solomon also ran 
bravely, b u t our full team  was no t strong enough to win any o f the 
m ajor races.

Early in the  season a small squad o f first and second form  boys 
trained hard  for a m atch at St. Albans where they com peted well 
against two other schools. On that day too, three other teams 
represented R .G .S ., and although the success was no t great, our 
enthusiasm  for the sport shone through undeniably.

O ur strength lies in the  rum p o f sixth-form ers, m entioned above 
and the potential o f our fifth-form  runners, H um phrey, Hansell, 
H ills, T ow n and W aller who have pu t in some prom ising appear
ances from  tim e to tim e.

N early all the big relays were won by the superm en from  H aber
dashers Askes, Elstree, and ours was no exception. U nfortunately 
the  day was spoiled by torrential rain and the  beauties o f H ughen
den Park  were not appreciated. T h e  trophy, which Peter Berks 
donated to the school three years ago, had been stolen from  St. 
N icholas’ School, N orthw ood, and we had difficulty finding a 
satisfactory replacement.

J. Crowley who took over the captaincy, when Ian  Johnson left, 
and S. Jenkins were chosen to represent the county. I look forward 
eagerly to nex t season when I feel sure tha t the first six, or even 
the first eight will m erit th is honour.
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TENNIS CLUB
Since July 1970 several events have taken place which augur well 
for the  future o f tennis at the R .G .S .—those cross-country runners 
who have glanced through the now rather large gap in  the  School 
H ouse hedge, may have puzzled over a solitary bulldozer eating 
its way into the  rhubarb , sprouts, and chickweed, and even that 
hallowed path well-known to the S ixth Form! After over a decade 
o f heartbreak for a succession o f tennis m asters and team s, the 
vital th ird  hard  court has arrived, and should be ready for use by 
early May. W e thank  especially the  H eadm aster for his efforts in 
this direction.

W e have also gained the services o f  the  Beaconsfield Lawn 
T ennis School for coaching our 1st V I, and look forw ard to a 
sum m er under the  well-known, and very successful, m inistrations 
o f  the  Principal, M iss S. Livingstone. T h e  Public Schools L .T .A . 
have also provided a grant for junior coaching in  the  school.

W e have lost our first pair— Ian  Johnson and R ichard Simons— 
which does leave a large gap to fill; b u t we will, I ’m  sure, be well 
served by the new captain G uy Johnson (regularly in the  1st V I 
since the 2nd Form!). O ther colours returning are D avid Gillespie, 
Chris Newby and Johnny Lowe. W e have a large num ber o f  boys, 
certainly o f  2nd V I standard, who should provide us w ith a good 
reserve when the ‘A ’ and ‘O ’ Levels call on our established players.

Finally, w hat is m ost encouraging is the  sheer pitch  o f en
thusiasm  show n by the  1st and 2nd forms for the  sport—tennis 
will continue to  be a m ajor, and popular, game at the R .G .S. 
‘ad infinitum’.

K .A .H .
CRICKET

U nfortunately the Sum m er term  is somewhat shorter than  usual 
this year. However, m ost o f  the traditional fixtures have been 
retained and there are one or two new ventures.

In  July the 1st X I are playing a two-day m atch against Em anuel 
School— an advantage here being tha t junior teams will accompany 
the  seniors and fulfil new fixtures.

I t  is to be hoped the  U .12’s will enjoy a successful season. 
T here  are a num ber o f fixtures after W hitsun for both  ‘A’ and 
‘B’ X Is, including matches against Tiffin School.

In  addition to inter-school fixtures, a short coaching course for 
juniors will be held imm ediately before W hitsun.

Finally, in  the  first week o f the sum m er holidays, we are enter
taining a school side from  Skanderborg, D enm ark, where our 
senior team  was so hospitably received last sum m er. T h e  team  
will be staying w ith us for four days, playing two local matches, 
before travelling to  London.
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HOUSE COMPETITION

Arnison Fraser Tucker Youens
Chess .............................. 3 1 2 5
Basketball ................. 12 20 12 6
Gymnastics (Senior) 2 1 5 3

(Mid) 3 5 2 1
(Junior) 2 1 5 3

Rugby 1 .............................. 2 5 1 3
2 .............................. 1 5 2 3
3 .............................. 3 1 5 2
4 .............................. 2 5 1 3
Senior ................. 6 4 10 2

Cross-Country (Senior).... 0 6 10 0
(Mid) .... 4 6 2 10
(Junior).... 2 10 6 4

S hooting.............................. 3 5 2 1
Badminton ................. 1 3 2 5
Hockey (Senior) 5 5 2 10
Bridge .............................. 5

56
1

84
2

71
3

64
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THE OLD WYCOMBIENSIANS' CLUB
T h e  A nnual G eneral M eeting and the  Annual D inner 1971 were 
to have been held on M arch 20th b u t the  postal strike m ade it 
impossible to circularise Old Boys in  good tim e. T hey  will now be 
held on M ay 22nd and the reports on them  will appear in  the  next 
edition o f The Wycombiensian.

DEATHS
Masters:
M r . P .  L . JO N E S (1916-64). On D ecem ber 22nd 1970, in  A m er

sham  H ospital, aged 78 years.
M r. Peter Lewis Jones was born in  C arm arthenshire and 
educated at C arm arthen G ram m ar School. H e gained his B.A. 
degree in  M athem atics at A berystwyth U niversity College in 
1913. H e came to  the Royal G ram m ar School in  1916. H e 
served in  the A rtists’ Rifles from  1917 to 1919 and then 
re turned  to becom e resident assistant housem aster at School 
H ouse under the  H eadm aster, M r. G . W. Arnison. W hen he 
m arried in  1925 he left the boarding house bu t in  addition to 
his teaching, he took on the job o f H eadm aster’s secretary 
and careers m aster. W hen M r. W. J. Bartle retired  in 1935 
he became H onorary Secretary o f  the  O ld Boys’ Club. T o  
th is he gave his constant and devoted attention. H e was H ead
m aster o f the  Junior School form ed at ‘U plym e’ after the last 
war and after his official retirem ent he taught in  the mornings 
at the  School until 1964 by which tim e he had com pleted 50 
years as a schoolmaster.
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On Decem ber 29th m any friends, colleagues and Old Boys 
gathered at St. M argaret’s C hurch, Tylers G reen, to pay their 
last respects to him . A t the service the  chairm an o f the Old 
W ycombiensians’ C lub, G. W. RAY (1917-23), paid tribute 
to  the memory o f M r. ‘Piljy’ Jones. H e said:

‘M r. P. L. Jones was a dedicated and sincere tu to r and had 
tha t rare and great ability o f  respecting other people’s thoughts 
and m inds and o f being highly respected himself. H is aca
dem ic teaching was first class bu t his building o f young 
people’s characters by this m utual respect was unique, not 
only in  the classroom and on the playing field and at all 
School functions b u t also after one left school. H e was then 
a constant and kind friend .’

M r. P. L . Jones leaves a widow, M rs. Phyllis Jones, who 
will continue to live at ‘N utw ith  Cottage’, Tylers G reen, w ith 
her sister M rs. M arjorie Elsom.

Old Boys:
J. D. B E N N E T T  (1919-23). O n July 22nd 1970, at St. John’s 

H ospital, London, aged 63 years.
John D uncan Bennett was at the Royal G ram m ar School w ith 
his brother V. A. B ennett (1919-23). H e stood up to his three 
years o f illness w ith great fortitude.

L. S. K E N N E D Y  (1959-64). O n A ugust 17th 1970, killed in a 
car accident in  France, aged 22 years.
Laurie K ennedy was principal flautist w ith the Royal Philhar
m onic Orchestra when he died so tragically. T h e  Press Officer 
o f the  orchestra said o f him :

‘H e was an outstanding young player, one o f immense 
prom ise, and his death will be a great loss to the musical life 
o f the nation.’

H e had his first flute lessons at the  School from  M r. 
Geoffrey Hall. H e also appeared on the  stage and was the 
original flute player in  the O ld Vic production o f Rosencrantz 
and Guildenstern Are Dead.

H e was an only child and we extend our sym pathy to  his 
parents at ‘T h e  W hite Cottage’, Speen.

R. H . N O R R IS  (1904-10). O n June 8th 1970, in  the  St. G eorge’s 
N ursing H om e, M ilford-on-Sea, H ants, aged 77 years.
Reginald H enry N orris joined the old C ounty and W est
m inster Bank when he left school and rose to be Premises 
M anager o f the W estm inster Bank, Threadneedle Street, in 
1941, the youngest official ever appointed to  this particular

708



job. D uring the war it was a trem endous struggle for him  to 
keep going w ith very many branches bom bed in  one night— 
bu t customers were always accommodated even i f  it was 
through a hole in  the Bank wall. H is health suffered and he 
had to retire at the age o f 54.

H e leaves a widow, M rs. Olive G . N orris, who lives at 
‘Bykanor’, Barton C ourt Road, New M ilton, Hants.

J. H . R EA D ER  (1918-22). O n D ecem ber 10th 1970, in Tyndall 
H ospital, Aylesbury, aged 66 years.
John Hem m ings Reader was a Life M em ber o f  the Old 
Boys’ Club as was his father John W illiam Reader, the Ayles
bury auctioneer. H e was at the School as a boarder in  M r. 
Arnison’s tim e and was always interested in  the School’s 
activities. Ill health dogged him  for m any years and he could 
no t take an active part, bu t he read The Wycombiensian from  
cover to cover. H e had the  greatest respect for M r. P. L  
Jones. H e was one o f T rin g ’s best known personalities. H e 
lived there for 32 years, retiring from  the National Provincial 
Bank 11 years ago after 37 years on the staff. For 25 years he 
held the office o f  honorary treasurer o f  the T ring  Parochial 
C hurch Council.

H e leaves a widow, M rs. Kathleen G. Reader, who lives 
at 10 Grove Park, T ring , H erts, and a son and daughter.

N . H . T H E E D  (1912-19). In  February 1971, very suddenly at 
his hom e ‘M entm ore’, T h e  Greenway, H igh W ycombe, where 
he lived alone, aged 69 years.
N orm an H arry T heed  was a popular W ycombe personality 
and sportsm an. H e played for the H igh W ycombe Cricket 
Club and Hockey Club for many years. H e was one o f only 
eight honorary life m em bers o f  the Cricket Club and a m em 
ber o f  the Bucks County Cricket Club.

Before his retirem ent he worked a t the L ondon Stock 
Exchange as a stock jobber.

H e was a devoted and generous supporter o f  the School, 
he was a foundation governor and a faithful m em ber o f  the 
Old Boys’ Com m ittee. H e will be greatly missed.

OLD BOYS' NOTES
A L D R ID G E , M . J. (1944-48) has been appointed m anager o f  the 

big K odak Processing Laboratories in New Zealand. After 
leaving school he gained a H igher National Certificate in 
M echanical Engineering at the H igh W ycombe College o f
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Technology and A rt. H e started his working life w ith Broom 
and W ade L td. and w ent on to British Tools and Pressings 
in Slough. H e joined K odak (New Zealand) in  L ondon in  
1968. H e has gained rapid  prom otion and has been elected a 
Fellow o f the Institu te  o f W orks M anagers in  N ew  Zealand.

A M IN , A. (1964-69) is very happy at N ottingham  University. 
H e has passed his Physics P art I ,  plays hockey and bridge 
and would be pleased to show anyone from  the  School around 
the  University.

A N D E R SO N , N . (1962-69) passed his 1st year Civil Engineering 
exam inations at U .W .I.S .T . Cardiff and last Easter went into 
industry for six m onths. D uring  the sum m er he worked on 
th e  M .40 extension around Beaconsfield as a Site Engineer.

B E C K E T , G. A. (1936-40) received a Christm as card from  
C. G . F . W IL L IA M S  (1935-40) an old friend from  5 U M  
days. Cliff W illiams seems to have got on very well in  America 
where he lives at 324 Roger Avenue, W estfield, New Jersey 
07090. H e is the V ice-President (Finance) and T reasurer o f 
Transam erican T railer T ransport Inc.—very exacting work 
bu t quite rem unerative. G erald Becket has, however, gone 
one better—he has already retired. H is b rother, L. M . 
B E C K E T  (1953-57) has a hardware shop (Ham pshires) in 
W endover.

B E N N E T T , V. A. (1919-23) writes from  D orset, V erm ont, 
U .S.A. H e visited England three tim es last year and was able 
to  see his brother frequently before he died.

On M ay 28th Victor Bennett attended a banquet o f  T h e  
Beefeater C lub in  the  Officers’ D ining Room o f T h e  Royal 
Regim ent o f Fusiliers, H .M . Tow er o f London. T h e  gourm et 
dinner beggared description and T h e  Cerem ony o f the Keys 
he will never forget.

H e still does consultancy work bu t spends m ore and more 
tim e in  Verm ont—D orset could well be a small village in 
England. On his trips to  England he usually manages to see 
J. W. K. T A Y L O R  (1918-24) and on his last visit he spoke 
w ith M r. P. L. Jones.

B ERK S, J. G . (1961-68) and his b rother P. M . (1961-68) explored 
Europe in  a Land Rover last sum m er and covered 4,000 miles 
mostly along the  M editerranean and A driatic coasts. T hey  
spent some tim e in  Bulgaria which they found very interesting 
b u t also depressing—people seemed frightened to talk. T hey  
finish their degree courses in  M anchester this summer.
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B O N N E T T , R. C. (1958-64) left to follow a four-year sandwich 
course in Chem istry at Hatfield College o f Technology, where 
he gained an Honours Degree. H e was then offered a place at 
W arwick University on a Business Study and Operational 
Research Course. H e followed this successfully and obtained 
his M .Sc. Last Novem ber he joined a firm o f m anufacturing 
chemists. H e was m arried in  April 1970 and lives in  H itchin.

CH O R LEY , S. I. (1958-66) com pleted his law degree at Oxford 
and is now working for an M .Sc. in  T ow n and Country 
Planning.

C O R N W E L L , B. (1960-67) graduated from  Im perial College in 
Physics and is now working on production and development 
for E .M .I. Electronics.

D O D G S O N , A. (1913-18) writes faithfully once a year. H e and 
his wife spent six weeks in  Canada last sum m er with then- 
younger daughter. W est Vancouver seems to be a lovely 
place— one day he fished for salmon in a boat in  the sunshine 
and the nex t he was 6,000 feet up in the m ountains strolling 
through flower-covered alpine meadows. H e will soon be 
visiting his other daughter in  Stockholm. Dodgson at 70 lives 
an extrem ely full and almost exciting life bu t he says that he 
finds far m ore interesting the achievements o f  the young Old 
Boys who are obviously upholding the nam e o f the R .G .S, 
(three letters which have always m eant so m uch to him).

E D W A R D S, J. P. J. (1947-54) sent his b ro ther’s C. M . J. E D 
W ARDS (1946-53) new address in D ollard des O rm eaux 980, 
Quebec, and gave news o f himself. H e has been working with 
a Canadian company o f Consulting Engineers in London for 
nearly two years and is now living in W atford (near the old 
rival W atford G .S .— as he puts it).

E L L E R T O N , J. J. (1957-62) is proving elusive at the m om ent. 
W hen last contacted he was on an assignment in T exas, bu t 
m ail sent to Texaco Exploration Com pany, Calgary, A lberta, 
would be sent on to wherever he was.

E L M S , P. R. (1940-44) has been appointed company secretary 
o f Jacksons Bourne E nd L td . and subsidiary companies.

FA R M ER , A. S. (1958-66) has no news except that his Ph.D . on 
Scampi is going well.

FA R M E R , P. B. (1957-63), D .Phil. O xon, has gone for 18 m onths 
to  the  A lbert Einstein M edical C entre, D ept. Bio-organic 
Chem istry, York and T abor Roads, Philadelphia, Pa. 19141. 
H e is working on the  effects o f anti-biotics.
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F L E T C H E R , P. R. (1960-62) left Bahrein in  January  1970 for 
two m onths leave in England. In  April he sailed for Australia 
and after a five-week period at the T rain ing School in  M el
bourne to learn about upside-dow n metereology he was 
posted to Queensland. O n his way to  Brisbane he spent three 
days in  Sydney and visited M . J. S O U T H A M  (1951-57) who 
came out there four years ago.

H A D D O N , J. S. (1943-47) writes from  W hyalla, South Australia, 
to  say tha t he has successfully completed his S.A. Institu te  
o f Technology Certificate o f  Ordinary M etallurgy. H e is 
working in  the B.H .P. Foundry D ept, and he is particularly 
proud o f his firm ’s achievements.

H A L L , E. (1944-53), a senior pilot w ith T rans W orld Airlines, 
called in  recently. H e is still a big m an b u t with a soft 
Am erican accent now. H e m arried an English stewardess and 
their son Christopher was born on October 9th 1970. T hey 
have a beautiful hom e on Long Island— 15 Blinker L ight 
Road, Stony Brook, N ew  York.

H A LLA SEY , F. (1913-19) writes from  400 East Randolph Street, 
Chicago, Illinois, 60611. H e is in  charge o f the Foreign 
Patents section o f the Borg-W arner Corporation in  Chicago.

H A TH A W A Y , I. R. (1963-65). After two years at a Com pre
hensive school in Slough, Hathaway is now teaching at the 
Grove School for Boys, St. Leonards, as 2nd m aster in  the 
English D epartm ent. H e finds it a pleasant change to  rural 
surroundings after the urban  pressures o f Slough. H e became 
engaged to another teacher last New Year.

H EA PS, D . I. (1963-67) has been awarded an H onours Degree 
in  Electronics and Electrical Engineering at Birmingham 
University.

H E D G E L A N D , D . R. S. (1959-65) wrote last A ugust to say that 
he had finished at Cam bridge, for the first tim e round anyway, 
and was returning to D erby to work for Rolls-Royce. H e had 
just returned from  shooting at Bisley where the School had 
taken p art in  the Public Schools’ Veterans’ Com petition and 
finished 12th out o f  70 entries. Hedgeland would very m uch 
like to hear from  any O ld Boys still shooting so that he can 
perhaps raise two teams nex t year. H e called in at School in 
April 1971, no longer working for Rolls-Royce, bu t w ith some 
very good irons in the fire. H is brother N . M . S. H E D G E - 
L A N D  (1961-68) has finished at Ealing and is working for 
W hitakers, o f Almanac fam e, in  London.
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H O D G E , W. F. (1952-56). I f  you watched a B.B.C. T .V . film 
showing M oham m ed Ali’s preparations for his fight w ith Joe 
Frazier, you m ight have noticed tha t F rank  Hodge was 
responsible for all the camera work.

H O R L E Y , G. F . (1920-28). ‘G erry’ H orley, who has been 
Secretary o f the  O ld W ycombiensians’ Lodge for 10 years, 
retired as H eadm aster o f Chalfont St. Peter’s School recently 
and is now living in  Lee-on-Solent. M em bers o f  the Lodge 
are very indebted to him  for all he has done. Pending the 
election o f a new Secretary in  O ctober, the Assistant Secre
tary, J. P. L O R D  (1934-38) is acting as Secretary and Old 
Boys and Staff requiring inform ation concerning the Lodge 
should contact him  at 10 Keep H ill D rive, H igh W ycombe, 
T el. H .W . 23339. T h e  latest Old Boy to join is P. F. RAY 
(1926-34) who makes the long journey to M eetings from  
C hard in  Somerset. I f  the recent applications from  a con
siderable num ber o f  Old Boys are accepted then it is under
stood tha t the Lodge will have a good Rugger team!

JO N E S , A. W. M . (1960-63) is back from  W est Africa where he 
worked in  the S tandard Bank there. H e is now in H ull w ith 
the  U .D .T . Finance Company. H is brother P. G. JO N E S 
(1961-68) is a Panda car driver w ith the Tham es Valley Police 
in  Abingdon. H e hopes to join the C .I.D . when his training 
is complete.

JO N E S , F . A. (1957-64) rolled up  to see the  Hon. Sec. in  his 
M .G .B . G .T . plus a charm ing young wife. T h e  Hon. Sec. in 
the years 1957-64 had often told him  he was going nowhere 
fast— ‘Frankie’ Jones m ade his point! H e is now living in 
Langley, works for a com puter consultancy in L ondon and 
spends m ost o f his spare tim e helping w ith youth club 
activities or under his car.

JO N E S , G . D . (1955-61) recovered from  his illness in  Australia 
and in order to  make a financial recovery as well he w ent to 
work in  a bauxite m ine out on an aboriginal reserve. H e got 
his basic pay plus heat and isolation money. T h e  company 
supplied air-conditioned accommodation and food and there 
was a beach near— but plenty o f sharks too.

H e has now left Australia in  the direction o f Japan. His 
last news was that he intended to drop off in  H ong Kong and 
spend a few weeks w ith D . A. (‘Sandy’) G LA SS (1956-61).

JU N IP E R , P. (1964-68) has settled w ith his family in  Poole, 
D orset, and passed his first accountancy examinations.
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K E F F O R D , M . H . (1959-65) is now m arried and living in a flat 
half-way between the  N ew  T erritories and H ong Kong. He 
has seen ex-R .G .S. m aster M r. G arry Roberts who is very 
prosperous, living in  a four-bedroom  flat and driving an 
M .G .B . G .T . H e also meets D . A. G LA SS who is an 
accountant out there. T h e  new governm ent at home in 
England has given a new lease o f life to the  Brigade o f 
G urkhas and Kefford, home on leave last O ctober, was in 
good spirits. H e had just finished a tw o-and-a-half m onth trek 
in  East N epal paying pensions to ex-G urkha soldiers. These 
ex-soldiers collect a year’s pension at fixed points along the 
route and then go back to their villages where they can live 
fairly well for another year. Kefford, w ith two G urkha officers 
and six soldiers arm ed w ith shotguns (just to  frighten!) 
carried 3 m illion rupees on this tour.

L E V IN , D . S. (1961-67) has won a m inor H arm sw orth Entrance 
Exhibition at the  M iddle Tem ple. H e completes his finals in 
Law at Cam bridge this year.

M IL E S , J. T . (1942-46) has been appointed to  the editorial chair 
o f  the Daily Mirror at the age o f 40. H e started  in journalism  
in 1946 fresh from  the  R .G .S . and joined the Daily Mirror 
in  1953 (he was given a three m onths trial as a feature writer). 
‘A tticus’ o f  The Sunday Times says tha t M iles has been 
responsible for m uch o f the change which has raised the tone 
o f the paper. The Times on Septem ber 17th 1970 wrote o f 
him : ‘H e is a persistent and dogged professional. T h e  reward 
which now awaits him , feel his friends, seldom goes to so nice 
a m an.’ T ony  M iles says that he went to the  Royal G ram m ar 
School, H igh W ycombe, which was straining to  be a public 
school.

M IT C H E N A L L , N . D . (1961-66) has returned to live in  Bucks 
and wrote a short letter from  ‘Cobblers Cottage’, Chalfont 
St. Peter.

M O O R E , J. E. (1961-66) passed his LL.B . finals in June 1970 and 
has now started his two years Articles w ith one o f the big City 
firms o f solicitors.

M O R R IS O N , M . F. (1960-67) writes from  L ondon, Ontario. H e 
is following an M .A. course in Classics at the U niversity of 
W estern Ontario. H e is very im pressed by the enorm ous 
support which students give to their sports teams. University 
stadium s are packed for all the big games. M orrison ran  in 
the  Cross-Country team  in the autum n and trained harder
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than  ever before b u t it was not enough to get him  into the 
team  for the  Canadian Varsity Cham pionships. Snow puts 
an end to all outdoor running—they’ve had snow since 
Novem ber— 130 inches o f it. H e came out to O ntario via New 
York where he stayed w ith J. S. T H R O W E R  (1966-68), a 
form er R .G .S , cross-country runner who was spending the 
sum m er working in  New York. S. T H R O W E R  (1966-68) 
was in the  U.S.A. at the same tim e m aking a living by selling 
ice-cream. M orrison returns to  England in  July and has no 
desire to live in  the  U.S.A. or Canada.

P A T T IN S O N , I. R. H . (1962-69), studying Law at Pem broke 
College, C am bridge, is to be congratulated on gaining a blue 
for golf in his first term . H is b ro ther M . R. P A T T IN S O N  
(1953-60) is now H ead o f the Biology D epartm ent at Rugby 
School.

R A C K STR A W , T . (1957-65) has now passed part I I  o f  the 
G raduateship o f the  Royal Institu te  o f C hem istry and is 
working in the Quality Control D ept, o f M erck, Sharp and 
D ohne L td . in  H oddesdon. H e and his wife have m oved to 
Buntingford, H erts.

R E N N IE , K . J. (1956-61) called in  at School when returning from  
his honeymoon. H e was m arried last Novem ber at St. Jam es’ 
C hurch, C hristleton, Chester, to  M iss Caroline M ary Dally. 
H e is still a serving m em ber o f  the T .A . V.R. w ith the  4 th (U) 
Bn. Parachute Regim ent and attended annual cam p last year 
at Sennelager, Germ any. H e and his wife will live in  Hoole, 
Chester.

S C R U T O N , R. V. (1954-61) is for the m om ent a fellow at Peter- 
house, Cam bridge. H e has m ade some success o f  writing 
revues on works o f  Philosophy for The Spectator.

SEY M O U R , R. J. (1961-64) is still at F erran ti’s on com puter 
work and frequently goes to  H olland for the firm. H is brother 
W. J. SEY M O U R  (1961-66) is departm ental m anager at 
M arks and Spencer in Ilford.

S IM P S O N , P. F . (1959-65) left O xford last sum m er and misses 
it very m uch. H e was at the College o f Law until last February 
w hen he com pleted his Part I I  Law Society Exam ination. H e 
has got articles w ith a firm o f City solicitors o f  Stephenson, 
Harwood and T atham , who are pretty  substantial and where 
he should get a very varied experience.
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S N O D IN , D . N . (1959-66). D avid Snodin’s play A Game Called 
Arthur was pu t on at the  E dinburgh Festival last sum m er. 
Snodin said he wrote it because it gave him  th e  biggest part 
and enabled him  to hold a pretty  girl for one-and-a-half hours. 
A t the tim e H arold H obson o f The Sunday Times said tha t he 
had a voice o f delicate and powerful range and o f devastating 
attack. H e predicted tha t fame m ight well come to  Snodin. 
O n M arch 7th 1971 H arold  Hobson had this to  say about 
Snodin’s play, now on at the  Royal C ourt T heatre: ‘A  Game 
Called Arthur is tha t rare thing, a m odern tragedy, and as 
tragedy should, it braces and strengthens the  spirit.’

ST E V E N S, D . W. (1931-38). Denis Stevens, Professor o f  M usic 
at Colum bia U niversity in  the  City o f  New York, was good 
enough to  send the H on. Sec. a card from  G eneva where he 
is on leave and working on a book.

SU L L IV A N , J. V. (1950-55) is now the  Bucks, Beds and 
N orthants representative o f  the U niversity L ife Assurance 
Society, 34 M arket Square, Aylesbury. H e is still a keen 
cricketer and captained K im ble C.C. last sum m er.

S W E E T IN G , C. (1958-63) resigned from  Shell-M ex and B.P. 
L td . and studied full tim e for a year in  Business M anagem ent. 
H e then  spent a tw o-m onth holiday touring the  U .S.A . and 
Canada. On returning he accepted a job w ith International 
Com puters L td . as a com puter salesman. H e captains the 
T abards R .F.C . and has bum ped into C. F E W T R E L L  
(1959-65) and R. F O U N T A IN  (1959-65) on the  field—both 
seem to be doing well and enjoying life.

T E L F O R D , A. H . (1959-66) left H am ble in  1968 and was w ith 
B.O.A.C. for tw o-and-a-half years on Boeing 707’s. H e then 
changed to B.E.A. and in  October was on a T rid en t course. 
H e hoped to be line flying by January 1971. R. D . H ELY A R D  
(1964-66) and R. J. S. C A L C U T T  (1959-66) who were on 
his course at H am ble are still flying for B.O.A.C. on V C 10’s 
and 707’s respectively. In  October he was renting a large 
house along w ith three other pilots and two stewardesses. 
H am ble, here we come!

T E R R Y , R. C. (1943-49) has become m anager o f  the N ational 
W estm inster Bank in  Beaconsfield.

T H IR L W A Y , R. H . (1945-50) writes from  D erby giving news o f 
the  b irth  o f his son T aym our H enry on 19 Septem ber 1970. 
H is b ro ther T . P. T H IR L W A Y  (1954-58) m arried M iss 
M argaret M alcolm on 11 July 1970.
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T H O M A S , A. F . (1960-66) has been awarded the Sheffield 
Polytechnic Associateship in  M etallurgy.

T H O R N E , R. W. (1951-57). L t. Cdr. T horne joined H .M .S . 
Glamorgan, a guided missile destroyer, last M arch. H e will 
serve on her for about two years.

U PPA R D , P. G. (1957-62") m ade his L ondon debut at the W ig
m ore Hall on 30th Septem ber 1970. T h e  music critic o f  the 
Telegraph wrote:

‘Peter U ppard  played musically and attractively last night, 
tackling the problem s o f the Liszt Sonata sensibly and 
poetically. Some o f the m ore taxing bravura threw  him  a 
little off course on one or two occasions bu t the overriding 
im pression was o f  large scale thinking and o f clarity in 
articulating textures, which brasher artists often sacrifice to 
effect. H is H aydn’s Sonata No. 49 in  E flat was immediately 
instinct w ith m usicianship.’

M any o f U ppard ’s friends from  the School were there, to 
wish him  well in  the punishing career that lies ahead o f him. 
J. R. H . H E R R IN G  (1953-59) was there w ith his head full 
o f space research unm anned satellites. H e has been responsible 
for putting a solar X-ray telescope in a satellite. S. M E R - 
R IN G T O N  (1956-63) was cheerful. H e has fled from  M odern 
Languages and found refuge in T ow n Planning w ith Islington 
Borough Council. P. JO N E S (1957-64) is now a jobber on 
the Stock Exchange. R. W A T SO N  (1958-63) is a professional 
photographer w ith a studio in  H anson Street, W .l. O thers 
present were Peter Fry, M .P ., Paul Roberts, N icholas Simons, 
C hristopher Griffiths, C lifton H ughes, D. Payne, B. J. B rind
ley, L . R. Berrym an, Peter M errington, M . J. Payne and of 
course M . R. H orrex , as flamboyant as ever.

W A K E F IE L D , D . A. (1958-65) flew out to H .M .S . Fearless, an 
assault ship w ith helicopters, last year and stayed for a while 
w ith M . H . Kefford in  Hong Kong. W hen H .M .S . Fearless 
went to Bahrein in  the Persian G ulf, Flying Officer G. A. 
M O N A G H A N  (1959-66) dropped in  by helicopter. W ake
field, whose eyes were not up  to standard for ordinary sub
m arines, now hopes to join a Polaris subm arine, possibly in 
1973. Polaris subs have no surface watchkeeping, and his eyes 
are quite good enough for this work.

W A LK ER , M . G. (1945-52) has been awarded the degree o f 
M .Sc. in  Entomology from  Birkbeck College, University of 
London. Old Boys will rem em ber that he went to Cam bridge 
many years ago as a linguist w ith an Open Award. H e found 
out later that he was not fulfilling him self and started from 
scratch again to  become a scientist.
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W IL K S , T . G. (1934-39). Captain T . G. W ilks wrote from  
Penzance in Novem ber to ask for his School Certificate 
results. H e took his exam ination in  D ecem ber 1939 and the 
H eadm aster’s secretary found them . D uring the  war he was 
evacuated from  Burm a as a casualty and finished up  in 
hospital alongside R. L. C U T L E R  (1932-38). L ater while 
comm anding a company in  India one o f the  M cQ ueen boys 
came out to him  as a subaltern. W ilks has been back in 
Cornwall three years and has m et M r. Stanley Aldridge who 
taught him  English at the R .G .S.

W IN T E R , P. E. (1960-67) has com pleted his Part I at Cam bridge 
and P art I I  looms up  in  a few weeks. H e has been specialising 
this last year in G reek Lyric Poetry and L atin  Erotic Elegy. 
Early last sum m er he did a stint a t W ycombe Hospital as a 
porter to prepare him self financially for a trip  to Iran  to climb 
the 18,934 ft. M t. Dem arend.
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Midland Bank believes 
that only the early and practical 
encouragement of first-class 
recruits to its service can 
produce the large number of 
future Managers and 
senior officials it needs

Not only is planned and progressive training 
available at every stage, but today's 

entrants can also enjoy the benefits o f :
S T U D Y  L E A V E  B oys a n d  g irls  w ith  G .C .E . p asse s  a t  ‘A ’ leve l a re  
am o n g  th o se  e lig ib le  fo r  leav e to  ass is t th e m  in  th e ir  s tu d ie s  fo r  th e ir  
p ro fe ss io n a l q u a lif ic a tio n — th e  d ip lo m a  o f  th e  I n s t i tu te  o f  B an k ers . 
( In c id e n ta lly , ‘A ’ leve l p asses  in  E n g lish , E co n o m ic s  a n d  G e o g ra p h y  
c a rry  e x e m p tio n s  in  th e  sam e s u b je c ts  in  P a r t  1 o f  th e  I n s t i tu te  
E x a m in a tio n s .)

S P E C I A L  G R A D E  Y o u n g  m e n  o f  p ro m ise  a re  se le c ted  fo r  e n try  in to  
a S p e c ia l G ra d e  in  th e i r  ea rly  tw e n tie s  w h e n  th e i r  sa la rie s  a re  
im m edia tely  in c re a se d  to  a f ig u re  £ 2 4 6  ab o v e  th e  b as ic  fo r  age . T h i s  
in d ic a tio n  o f  m e r i t  is  c o u p le d  w ith  sp ec if ic  p la n s  d e s ig n e d  to  e n a b le  
th e m  to  q u a lify  fo r  “ a p p o in te d ”  s ta tu s  a t  a n  ea rly  age.
P R O F I C I E N C Y  G R A D E  U n d e r  th e  te rm s  o f  th is  sc h e m e , g irls  w h o  
a re  p re p a re d  to  q u a lify  th e m se lv e s  in  ex ac tly  th e  sam e w ays as th e ir  
m a le  co lleagu es a re  r e q u ir e d  to  d o , w ill b e  p a id  a t th e  sam e ra te  a n d  b e  
c o n s id e re d  eq u a lly  fo r  re sp o n s ib ili ty  a n d  p ro m o tio n  to  ‘a p p o in te d ’ 
s ta tu s — in c lu d in g  m an ag e ria l.
I n  th e  M id la n d  B an k  re sp o n s ib ili ty — w ith  its  a t te n d a n t,  su b s ta n tia l  
re w a rd s  — co m es ea rly  n o w a d a y s . I f  y o u  w o u ld  like to  k n o w  m o re  a b o u t 
th e  f irs t-c la ss  c a re e r o p p o r tu n i t ie s  w h ic h  a w a it g o -a h e a d  e n tr a n ts  
in  a  g o -a h e a d  b a n k , • * * * * •
p lease  w rite  t o : •  *• M i d l a n d
The D istrict S taff Supt., •  "
Midland Bank Ltd., 15 George \  e  B c t l l l C
The D istrict S taff Supt., 
Midland Bank Ltd., 15 George 
Street, Oxford, 0X1 2AU. A  G re a t  B ri tis h  B an k

MidlandBank



W hat’s a 17 year old 
want w ith  

a bank account?
To keep your money safe, for a start.

(Like it’s easy to lose old socks, but how many 
banks get lost every year?) And to get yourself 
a cheque book. With proper identification (such 
as a personal letter, passport, or even driving 
licence) you can pay by cheque practically 
anywhere, and at any time you’re short of 
ready cash.

Yourcheque book makes It easlerto 
keep track of your money, too -  It guarantees 
you statements whenever you request them.

If you're going on to college, an account 
with Barclays can help you budget, so your 
grant doesn't run out before the term does.

Or if you're going straight out to work, 
you can have your salary paid directly into the 
bank—no fear of losing your hard-won earnings.

Finally, you may want an account with us 
because It's just plain sensible. You don't have 
a fortune now, but you've got a lifetime of earn
ing ahead of you. Thousands and thousands 
of pounds. Managing that money -  making 
the most of It -  can become pretty complicated.
Eventually you'll appreciate the help your bank 
manager can give you. Call In at your local 
branch today and have a chat. We look forward 
to seeing you.

BARCLAYS
a good bank to get behind you.
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Portsmouth Polytechnic

CNAA Degrees
Fulltime and/or Sandwich Degree Courses in 
Applied Chemistry, Applied Physics, Biology, 
Business Studies, Civil Engineering, Computer 
Science, Economics, Electrical Engineering, 
Engineering Geology and Geotechnics, Arts (English, 
French, German, History, Latin), French Studies, 
Geography, Mechanical Engineering, Mathematics, 
Pharmacy, Pharmacology. Psychology and Spanish.

Further information may be obtained from 
The Registrar, Admissions Office 
Portsmouth Polytechnic, Ravelin House 
Alexandra Road, Portsmouth POI 2QQ 
Telephone Portsmouth 21371
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A career as a
CHARTERED 

ACCOUNTANT
offers

OPPORTUNITY
On qualification you can expect a starting salary of 
between £1,850 and £1,950 a year in the London area 
(commencing salaries will normally be less in the 
provinces). Opportunities are open to you in practice, 
in industry and commerce, education or a variety of 
other walks of life.

It takes three, four or five years to qualify as a chartered 
accountant, depending on the level of education you 
have reached. This, your age and the district in which 
you work will govern your salary during training.
VARIETY
Accountancy is not a dull or monotonous profession. 
Many problems, each requiring a different solution, 
occur every day and it is often necessary for the char
tered accountant and his articled clerks to travel exten
sively, sometimes abroad.
SECURITY
Chartered accountants are always in demand. They can 
be sure of employment and opportunities for advance
ment whatever the political situation or the state of the 
business economy.

The booklets 'Become a Chartered Accountant' and'See 
a Chartered Accountant' issued by The Institute of 
Chartered Accountants in England and Wales, w ill tell 
you more. Send for copies to:

To the Secretary, The Institute of Chartered Accountants in 
England and Wales, Chartered Accountants' Hall, Moorgate Place, 
London, E.C.2.
Please send me copies of ‘Become a Chartered Accountant' and 
'See a Chartered Accountant'.

N A M E ..............................................................................................................

ADDRESS ......................................................................................................



T H E  W Y C O M B E B O O K S H O P  LTD
63 CASTLE STREET 

HIGH WYCOMBE, BUCKS

FOR BOOKS OF A LL D ESC R IPTIO N S  

Telephone : High Wycombe 28021

ACCIDENT MOTOR
FOR ALL IN SU R A N C E REQ UIREM ENTS  

C O N SU L T

PETER FRY (IN S U R A N C E) LTD.
23 AMERSHAM HILL 

HIGH WYCOMBE 
Bucks

Telephone : High Wycombe 20187/30084  

FIRE LIFE



Established 1837

Buckinghamshire and the Chilterns

G . L . E . E yles, F .R .I .C .S .
R . A. Raffety, F .R .I.C .S .
G . L . K endall, F .R .I.C .S .
A. J . C ozens, F .R .I .C .S .
R. T . H . H eeley, F .R .I .C .S .
J . R . H o lland , B .A ., B .Sc., A .R .I.C .S . 
J . N . R abson, F .R .I.C .S .
S. C. E. Inch b ald , A .R .I.C .S .

Chartered Surveyors, Chartered Auctioneers & Estate Agents 
Town Planning Consultants, Valuers 

Farm & Agricultural Valuers

A Y L E S B U R Y  
T e l. 4633

H ead  Office: 
H IG H  W Y C O M B E  
T e l. 21234 (10 lines)

A M E R S H A M  
T el. 5636

P R IN C E S  R IS B O R O U G H  
T el. 4422

B E A C O N S F IE L D  
T el. 5432

F A R N H A M  C O M M O N  
N r. S lough  T el. 2436

P r in t e d  b y  P re c is io n  P re ss , 3  E a s to n  S t r e e t ,  H ig h  W y c o m b e ,  B u c k s .


